
Old Testament - Lesson 3:

Moses 1:27-42; 2-3The Creation



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 3 
Genesis 31 to Genesis 43

• Laban called their peace treaty place Jegarsahadutha where as Jacob called the place Galeed. Note both 
place names have the same meaning, “the heap of witness” (Genesis 31:47). 

• Jacob wrestles with an angelic messenger (Genesis 32:24-25). Wether a spiritual or physical wrestle, Jacob 
asks the messenger to bless his dislocated hip - it could have been a previous injury. President Joseph 
Fielding Smith wrote: “Who wrestled with Jacob on Mount Peniel? The scriptures say it was a man. The Bible 
interpreters say it was an angel. More than likely it was a messenger sent to Jacob to give him the blessing. 
Do you think he wrestled and held an angel who couldn’t get away, is out of the question. The term angel is 
used in the Scriptures, at times, refers to messengers who are sent with some important instruction.”  

• The Hebrew name Bethel means House Of God (Genesis 35:1). How do we prepare ourselves physically to 
enter the temple - Jacob prepared himself and his family (see v.2) 

• Even in Prison “the Lord was with Joseph” (Genesis 39:21-23). Because of his righteousness the Lord 
continued to bless him. Do we really see the hand of God in our trials? 

• How long was Joseph in prison? “Altogether he served 13 years with Potiphar and in prison. The record does 
not tell how long he served Potiphar before his imprisonment, but that he worked his way up to be the 
overseer of the prison implies some period of time before the butler and baker joined him. So it is likely that 
Joseph was in prison at least three years and possibly much longer” (LDS Institute - Old Testament Manual). 

• Next weeks reading: Genesis 44 through to Exodus 9.



Moses 1:27-42; 2-3



Creation
“From scripture revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith, we know that 
in the work of the Creation, the Lord organized elements that had already 
existed (see Abraham 3:24). He did not create the world "out of nothing," 
as some people believe....  
The Creation is an integral part of Heavenly Father’s plan of salvation. It 
gives each of us the opportunity to come to the earth, where we receive a 
physical body and exercise our agency. In the premortal Council of the 
Gods, the following declaration was made: ‘We will go down, for there is 
space there, and we will take of these materials, and we will make an earth 
whereon these may dwell; and we will prove themherewith, to see if they 
will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command 
them’ (Abraham 3:24—25).” 
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6 Creative Days
Days 1-3 are creation forming days

Days 4-6 are creation filling days

Creative Day 1: 
Heaven and Earth - 
the Earth physically 
moved into place.

Creative Day 4:  
Sun, moon and stars 
- clouds separate and 
the cosmos appear.

Creative Day 2:  
An atmosphere - 
Waters are divided 
above (clouds) and 
below (seas).

Creative Day 3:  
Dry land and plant 
life - Seas shrink, 
dry land appears 
and plant life 
begins.

Creative Day 5:  
Animal life begins - 
first in the sea, then 
birds in the air.
Creative Day 6:  
Larger beasts then 
man - beasts, cattle 
and insects then man 
is created.



Brigham Young
“It is said in [the Bible] that God made the earth in six days. This is 
a mere term, but it matters not whether it took six days, six 
months, six years, or six thousand years. The creation occupied 
certain periods of time. We are not authorized to say what the 
duration of these days was, whether Moses penned these words 
as we have them, or whether the translators of the Bible have given 
the words their intended meaning. However, God created the 
world. ... God brought forth material out of which he formed this 
little terra firma upon which we roam. How long had this material 
been in existence? Forever and forever, in some shape, in some 
condition.”



https://youtu.be/5ieLzLyMT2w

What I Learnt Becoming an Engineer
[02:08]

https://youtu.be/5ieLzLyMT2w


Answers from the class....

Gods Approach to Creation Mans Approach to Creation



https://youtu.be/KpoWGPSvPwE

Look at the World
[04:30]

https://youtu.be/KpoWGPSvPwE


Time to Ponder…..
Q. Is it more important to know how the world was created or why 
the world was created?

Q. How does earth life prepare us for eternal life? 

Q. God declared that his work was good - Which of God’s 
creations are especially beautiful to you?  

Q. How can the knowledge that we are created in the image of 
God bless our lives? 



Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“The Lord expects us to believe and understand 
the true doctrine of the Creation–the creation of 
this earth, of man, and of all forms of life ... an 
understanding of the doctrine of creation is 
essential to salvation. Until we gain a true view of 
the creation of all things we cannot hope to gain 
that fulness of eternal reward which otherwise 
would be ours.”



Elder Sterling W. Sill  
Assistant to the Quorum of the 12 Apostles 

“One of the most inspiring messages in all sacred 
scripture is the story of the sixth day of creation when 
God made man in his own image. He also endowed him 
with a set of his own attributes. Then, as the very climax 
of creation, God gave man dominion over everything 
upon the earth, including himself. The dictionary says that 
‘dominion’ means control or the power to govern. The 
most important part of the dominion given to man was 
self-dominion.”



https://youtu.be/ggTu1osrpig

[01:34]
Our Earth, Our Home

https://youtu.be/ggTu1osrpig
https://youtu.be/ggTu1osrpig


Elder Russell M. Nelson

“Together we live on this earth, 
which is to be tended, subdued 

and shared with gratitude.”



Next weeks reading assignment

Lesson 4 

“Because of My Transgression My Eyes Are 
Opened” 

Moses 4; 5:1-15; 6:48-62 

Online link 

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-4-because-of-my-transgression-my-eyes-are-opened?lang=eng

