
“Because of My Transgression  
My Eyes Are Opened”

Old Testament - Lesson 4:

Moses 4; 5:1-15; 6:48-62



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 4 
Genesis 44 to Exodus 9

• The silver cup had importance to the Egyptians the scriptures describe it 
as divineth (Genesis 44:5,15). The custom for such an act would have 
been death (see Genesis 31:32). 

• When Joseph made himself known to his brothers they were “troubled 
at his presence” (Genesis 45:3). His brothers still felt very uneasy for 
many years (see Genesis 50:15) 

• Jacob sought reassurance on the journey to Egypt. God spake to Jacob 
saying “Joseph shall put his hand upon thine eyes” (Genesis 46:4). 
Jacob never would have thought it possible to see Joseph again prior to 
this (see Genesis 37:35). Joseph did close Jacobs eyes upon his death 
(Genesis 50:1) which is a great honour for your firstborn to do this.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 4 
Genesis 44 to Exodus 9

• Pharoah to accept a blessing from Jacob (Genesis 47:7) would have been very 
unusual - a worldly man with power accepting a humble man with Gods authority 
(see Hebrews 7:7 - the lesser should not bless). The future Pharoahs did not have 
this acceptance.  

• Jacob describes his life to Pharoah as “few and evil” (Genesis 47:9). Jacob had 
not lived as long as Abraham (315 years) or Isaac (140 years) and the footnote 
replaces evil with unpleasant (see footnote b and c).  

• Genesis 48 talks about the adoption and blessing of Manasseh and Ephraim by 
Jacob. Note how carefully Joseph took his children in (v13) as Jacob had poor 
sight (v10). Jacob “wittingly” crossed over his hands when performing the blessing 
(v14). Joseph realising this asked Jacob to correct this, Jacob refused (v18-19) 

• Next weeks reading: Exodus 10 through to Exodus 36.



Moses 4; 5:1-15; 6:48-62



https://youtu.be/Ftk0ZyHW6No

Adam and Eve - A Hill Walkers View
[02:50]

https://youtu.be/Ftk0ZyHW6No


Risk Assess: Jumping between Adam & Eve

What would we need to consider if we were 
planning to undertake this activity as a ward?



Risk Assess: The Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil

Where was the Tree of Knowledge of Good 
and Evil placed in the Garden of Eden? 
(Genesis 3:3 or Moses 4:9) 
Why place the tree in the middle of the 
Garden? 



The First Commandment 
Genesis 2:16-17; Abraham 5:12-13; Moses 3:16-17 



The Second Commandment 
Moses 2:28



Why would God give two conflicting commandments?

Agency
Because he gave man...



President Joseph Fielding Smith
“It is that the Lord said to Adam that if he wished 
to remain as he was in the garden, then he was 
not to eat the fruit, but if he desired to eat it and 
partake of death he was at liberty to do so. So 
really it was not in the true sense of transgression 
of divine commandment. Adam made the wise 
decision, in fact the only decision that he could 
make.”



David O. McKay

‘‘…man was endowed with the greatest 
blessing that can be given to mortal beings
—the gift of free agency. Without this divine 
power to choose, humanity cannot 
progress.’’



https://youtu.be/EO373SAi0JA

Adam and Eve - The moment of the fall...
[00:30]

https://youtu.be/EO373SAi0JA


President Joseph Fielding Smith
“...for a wise purpose they could not keep the first 
great commandment while in the Garden of 
Eden... they were not coerced or in any way 
persuaded by the Lord to eat the fruit.”



President Joseph Fielding Smith
“It is that the Lord said to Adam that if he wished 
to remain as he was in the garden, then he was 
not to eat the fruit, but if he desired to eat it and 
partake of death he was at liberty to do so. So 
really it was not in the true sense of transgression 
of divine commandment. Adam made the wise 
decision, in fact the only decision that he could 
make.”



https://youtu.be/qBG0N9FvTuw

Adam and Eve - The atonement and the fall
[02:06]

https://youtu.be/qBG0N9FvTuw


Time to Ponder…..
Q. Why is it important for us to understand that God foresaw the 
fall and provided a plan?

Q. How can a correct understanding of the fall help us during 
mortality? 

Q. Why did Satan tempt eve? What did he have to gain?



Elder Dallin H. Oaks
“It was Eve who first transgressed the limits of 
Eden in order to initiate the conditions of mortality. 
Her act, whatever its nature, was formally a 
transgression but eternally a glorious necessity to 
open the doorway toward eternal life. Adam 
showed his wisdom by doing the same. ...        
We celebrate Eve’s act and honor her wisdom and 
courage in the great episode called the Fall.”



Closing thoughts...
The first time they each made a decision about eating/rejecting the fruit was 
done separately from the other. They were helpmeets for each other and yet 
(according to the accounts) did not communicate and discuss the situations 
they faced. Are we like that in our lives, do we make decisions then blame 
each other for our actions or God for the inevitable consequences. 
The choices of Adam and Eve were as mounumental in risk and scale as the 
“Adam and Eve” rocks in Snowdonia. 
Eve said this when teaching their posterity about the fall:  

	 Were it not for our transgression we never should have had seed, and never 	
	 should have known good and evil, and the joy of our redemption, and the 		
	 eternal life which God giveth unto all the obedient (Moses 5:11)



Next weeks reading assignment

Lesson 5 

“If Thou Doest Well, Thou Shalt Be Accepted” 

Moses 5-7 

Online link 

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-5-if-thou-doest-well-thou-shalt-be-accepted?lang=eng

