
The Abrahamic Covenant
Old Testament - Lesson 7:

Abraham 1:1-4; 2:1-11

Genesis 12:1-8; 17:1-9



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 7 
Exodus 40 - Leviticus 15

• Laver (Exodus 40:7) - A vessel containing water for the priests to wash their hands 
and feet before offering sacrifice. In the tabernacle it stood between the altar and the 
door. (LDS Bible Dictionary). 

• Oblation (Leviticus 2,3,7) - Gift offering at an altar or shrine, especially a voluntary gift 
not involving blood. Other bible translations replace with offering, gifts or 
contributions (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). 

• The footnote to Leviticus 4:2 replaces the word ignorance with error or inadvertently.  
• The footnote to Leviticus 5:1 replaces voice of “swearing” with an oath or curse.  
• Nadab and Abihu are consumed with fire. As sons of Aaron they would have been 

priests and would have known how to do things. This wasn’t an error in their ritual. 
(Leviticus 10). The “censer” (v1) is a vessel used for offering incense before the Lord 
- Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 7 
Exodus 40 - Leviticus 15

• The animals of Leviticus 11: Coney is a wild hare, resembling a rabbit in size and colour.  Ossifrage is 
a giant petrel. Ospray: Large flesh eating hawk. Vulture: in contrast to eagles and hawks which 
usually kill living prey, vultures feed on dead animals. Kite: Bird of prey, best described as a 
scavenger of the (hawk) family ... medium sized with red colouring. Cuckow: also spelled cuckoo. 
Since the bird in question is grouped with predatory birds, the cuckoo would seem to be eliminated 
since it only eats insects. Modern bible versions read seagulls.Cormorant: Large seafowl. Other bible 
translations call it a fisher owl. Lapwing: Shorebird with a short bill and a crest of feathers on its 
head. The Lapwing is known for its irregular flapping flight and shrill cry. Modern translations 
generally identify the Hebrew term with the hoopoe. (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). 

• Leviticus 13 - The Leprosy and Scall. When stating unclean it doesn’t mean dirty or sinful it means 
not appropriate to worship God. The scall was a disease possibly similar to favus, ringworm or 
eczema. 

• Next weeks reading: Leviticus 16 through to Numbers 2.



Abraham 1:1-4; 2:1-11; Genesis 12:1-8; 17:1-9



Abraham 1

Q. Did a young Abraham know Noah? 
A. See Abraham 1:19. 
The Lord mentions his covenant relationship with 
Noah when teaching Abraham about the covenant 
relationship He would have with him. It is possible that 
Abraham may have known Noah. 
Q. How do you think having a knowledge of Noah and 
of Gods covenant with Noah, could help Abraham? 



Abraham 1
Q. Why didn’t Abraham seek “the blessings” from his 
father?  
A. See Abraham 1:5 and Genesis 12:1. 
Q. Why did Abraham seek this blessing? 
A. See Abraham 1:2,4. 
Abraham found the idea of greater happiness and peace 
was possible. He was righteous. He sought wisdom and 
knowledge. He desired communication with God and to 
follow his commandments.



Elder Neal A. Maxwell
“The true disciple has an inborn questioning to know, personally, all 
that God is willing to teach us. Nephi could have accepted gladly 
the vision of his father, Lehi. But Nephi ‘desired to know the things 
that [his] father had seen.’ Abraham sought, even though he had a 
father who had turned from the faith, ‘for greater happiness and 
peace’ and ‘for mine appointment unto the Priesthood.’ Abraham 
described himself as desiring ‘great knowledge, and to be a greater 
follower of righteousness’, questing for the word of Christ. Divine 
discontent in the form of promptings can move us to feast because 
we know that by feasting we can increase our knowledge, 
effectiveness, and joy”.



Abraham 1

Q. What is the “Right belonging to the Fathers”?  
A. The priesthood was at the time hereditary - it 
was passed from father to son - or referred to 
as the patriarchal order. Abraham had “the 
records of the fathers, even the Patriarchs, 
concerning the right of the Priesthood” (see 
Abraham 1:31).



President Joseph Fielding Smith
“The order of this priesthood which was established in the beginning 
was patriarchal. The authority descended from father to son, and 
those who held it were high priests. This order of descent from 
Adam to Noah is given in the Doctrine and Covenants (see section 
107). Noah, who stands next to Adam in authority, brought this 
priesthood through the flood, and it continued from generation to 
generation. Abraham, the 10th from Noah, received special 
blessings from the Lord, and the priesthood continued through him 
and his seed with the promise that all who received the gospel 
should be counted as Abraham’s seed and partake of his blessings”



Abraham 1

Q. Who conferred the priesthood upon 
Abraham? 
A. D&C 84:14-16. 
Abraham became a heir to the 
priesthood due to his righteousness 
and obedience.



Joseph Smith

“Abraham says to Melchizedek, I believe all 
that thou hast taught me concerning the 
priesthood and the coming of the Son of 
Man; so Melchizedek ordained Abraham and 
sent him away. Abraham rejoiced, saying, 
Now I have a priesthood”



The Abrahamic Covenant: An overview

God directed Abraham and his family to 
leave their home in Ur and travel to a land 
they named Haran (Abraham 2:1–4). There 
Abraham prayed and received a vision in 
which God covenanted to bless him and his 
posterity. This is called the Abrahamic 
covenant.



The Abrahamic Covenant: An overview

The Abrahamic covenant 
consists of three promises: 

Land 
Posterity 
Salvation



Blessings and Responsibilities of the Abrahamic Covenant 
Earthly Blessings: 
A promised land to live in.


(Abraham 2:6, 19; 

Genesis 12:7; 17:8)

A great posterity. 
(Abraham 2:9-10; 

Genesis 12:2-3; 


17:2, 4-6)

The gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the Priesthood for 

Abraham and his posterity. 
(Abraham 2:9-11; 


Genesis 17:7)
Eternal Parallels:


The celestial kingdom. 
(D&C 88:17-20)

Eternal marriage and 
eternal increase. 

(D&C 132:19-22)

Exaltation and eternal life. 
(D&C 132:23-24)

Why do you think land was the first thing God promised?
Why do you think God changed Abraham’s name? 

Abram - Father is exalted 
Abraham - Father of many nations



What do you think about when you see this as a representation of the 
Seed of Abraham? What are your thoughts and feelings?

Dandelion facts 
> Despite being known as a weed, 
dandelions are a coffee substitute and  
used in herbal and tribal medicines. 
> Every Part of the dandelion has a use. 
> Dandelions have the longest growing 
season on earth - 93 types of insect use 
dandelion pollen as food and the seeds 
are an important source for small birds. 
> Dandelions are the only flower that 
symbolise the sun, the moon and the stars. 
> A single plant can produce more than 
2000 seeds which can travel up to five miles.



Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“What, then, is the Abrahamic covenant? It is that Abraham 
and his seed (including those adopted into his family) shall have 
all of the blessings of the gospel, of the priesthood, and of 
eternal life. The gate to eternal life is celestial marriage, which 
holy order of matrimony enables the family unit to continue in 
eternity, so that the participating parties may have posterity as 
numerous as the sands upon the seashore or the stars in 
heaven. The Abrahamic covenant enables men to create for 
themselves eternal family units that are patterned after the 
family of God our Heavenly Father.”



Blessings and Responsibilities of the Abrahamic Covenant 
Earthly Blessings: 
A promised land to live in.


(Abraham 2:6, 19; 

Genesis 12:7; 17:8)

A great posterity. 
(Abraham 2:9-10; 

Genesis 12:2-3; 


17:2, 4-6)

The gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the Priesthood for 

Abraham and his posterity. 
(Abraham 2:9-11; 


Genesis 17:7)
Eternal Parallels:


The celestial kingdom. 
(D&C 88:17-20)

Eternal marriage and 
eternal increase. 

(D&C 132:19-22)

Exaltation and eternal life. 
(D&C 132:23-24)

Our Responsibilities: (Abraham 2:9,11 Genesis 18:19)

Help all of God’s children receive the full blessings of the gospel and obey God’s 
commandments. 

How do you feel about your responsibilities?



Joseph Smith

“Abraham was guided in all his family affairs 
by the Lord; was conversed with by angels, 
and by the Lord; was told where to go, and 
when to stop; and prospered exceedingly in 
all that he put his hand unto; it was because 
he and his family obeyed the counsel of the 
Lord”



Closing thoughts...
I started this lesson with the prelude music with the following lyrics: 

There are times when

You might feel aimless

You can't see the places

Where you belong

But you will find that

There is a purpose

It's been there

Within you all along

And when you're near it

You can almost hear it

It's like a symphony

Just keep listening

And pretty soon you'll start

To figure out your part

Everyone plays a piece

And there are melodies

In each one of us

Oh! It's glorious

And you will know how

To let it ring out

As you discover

Who you are

Others around you

Will start to wake up

To the sounds that are

In their hearts

It's so amazing

What we're all creating

The blessing of the Abrahamic Covenant should be as glorious to us as it must have 
been to Abraham. We have part of the glory now, we must share it with others.



Next weeks reading assignment

Lesson 8 - Online link 

Living Righteously in a Wicked World 

Genesis 13-14; 18-19 

  

Online link to today’s prelude music source

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-8-living-righteously-in-a-wicked-world?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nomxXk6Q1rk&index=10&list=PLyOD0lTWtynPM65nCbBmkUr8PzGZIQKOV

