
“God Will Provide Himself a Lamb”
Old Testament Lesson 9:

Abraham 1

Genesis 15-17; 21-22



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 9 
Numbers 3 to Numbers 13

• Numbers 3:43: A threescore is 20 x 3. So “threescore and thirteen” is 73. 
• Numbers 4: it is unlikely that the badger skin covering was an actual badger skin 

(Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary) as they were deemed unclean - see LDS Bible 
dictionary.  

• Numbers 6:19, sodden means cooked. 
• God Be with You Till We Meet Again (Hymn 152) is based on Numbers 6:24-26. 
• Numbers 9:7, they were defiled having touched a dead body, not standing near a 

dead body. 
• Numbers 13:23, footnote a replaces brook with wadi or valley. A Wadi is a 

Transliteration of Arabic word for a rocky watercourse that is dry except during rainy 
seasons. These creek beds can become raging torrents when especially heavy rain 
falls. Wadis are numerous in the Middle East (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). 

• Next weeks reading: Numbers 14 to Numbers 27



Abraham 1; Genesis 15-17; 21-22

Continued 



Abraham 1; Genesis 15-17; 21-22



Abraham as a human sacrifice 
Abraham 1:8-11. 
Idolatrous worship was rife (Abraham’s father Terah had 
fallen to this) and human sacrifice was being practised 
(see Facsimile 1).  
Abraham 1:12-15. 
At the very moment that the idolatrous priests attempted 
to kill Abraham, he cried out to God. Abraham saw Jesus 
Christ standing next to him who cut loose his bands. 



President Joseph Fielding Smith
“Abraham was of the [tenth] generation from Noah. Several 
hundred years had passed since the flood, and people had 
multiplied and spread over the face of the earth. ... In the 
midst of this scattering the true worship of the Father was 
nearly lost. Sacrifice instituted in the days of Adam and 
continued in the practice and teaching of Noah, in the 
similitude of the great sacrifice of the Son of Man, had 
become perverted ... the apostate nations had dwindled in 
unbelief to the extent that human sacrifice was offered to their 
idol gods”.



Elder John A. Widtsoe 
“The family of Abraham had turned from righteousness and 
had become idolators. Abraham therefore, himself a follower 
of God’s truth, preached righteousness to them but without 
avail. For his insistence upon the worship of the only true and 
Living God, he was persecuted and his life sought. So intense 
was the hatred of the idolators that it was only by the 
intervention of the Lord that he was saved from being offered 
up as a sacrifice to the idols of the people.”



Abraham sees darkness of Satan
Genesis 15:12. 
When the sun was setting, Abraham was in a deep sleep 
when a “horror of great darkness” fell upon him before the 
Lord reveals his covenant with Abraham. 
Q. In your opinion how would God saving Abraham both 
physically and spiritually be important to his faith? 
Q. How do you feel when you experience great darkness or 
difficult trials before spiritual manifestations and blessings in 
your own life?



Genesis 22
• The scriptures use the word ‘tempt’ when the command from God to 

sacrifice Isaac is given to Abraham. Note footnote a replaces this word 
with test or prove (v1). 

• Abraham is commanded to “Take now thy son, thy only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest...” (v2). Note the KJV translators added the word son 
as it is in italics. Abraham had another son Ishmael at this point. Also the 
JST version reads, “Take now thy son, thine only Isaac, whom thou 
lovest...” 

• Abraham refers to Isaac as ‘a lad’ (v5). Isaac was not a boy he was an 
adult in his thirties. Enoch was 65 and described himself as a lad (see 
Moses 6:25, 31). 



President Spencer W. Kimball
“Exceeding faith was shown by Abraham when the superhuman 
test was applied to him. [Isaac] destined to be the father of 
empires, must now be offered upon the sacrificial altar. It was God’s 
command, but it seemed so contradictory! How could his son, 
Isaac, be the father of an uncountable posterity if in his youth his 
mortal life was to be terminated? Why should he, Abraham, be 
called upon to do this revolting deed? It was irreconcilable, 
impossible! And yet he believed God. His undaunted faith carried 
him with breaking heart toward the land of Moriah with [Isaac] who 
little suspected the agonies through which his father must have 
been passing.”



Elder Dallin H. Oaks
“When they came to the prescribed place, Abraham 
built an altar and laid wood upon it. Then, the Bible 
says, ‘Abraham ... bound Isaac his son, and laid 
him on the altar upon the wood’. What did Isaac 
think when Abraham did such a strange thing? The 
Bible mentions no struggle or objection. Isaac’s 
silence can be explained only in terms of his trust in 
and obedience to his father.”



https://youtu.be/q1l_krWNqWA

Akedah (The Binding)
[12:57]

https://youtu.be/q1l_krWNqWA
https://youtu.be/iQmMLz2rkOM


How is Abraham sacrificing Isaac a similitude?
“A similitude is an object, act, or event in physical reality 
which corresponds to (is similar to or is a simulation of) 
some greater spiritual reality” (LDS Old Testament Institute 
Manual). 
Q. How is Abraham sacrificing Isaac a similitude of God 
and Jesus Christ? 
Q. How do you feel about Abraham’s obedience and 
willingness to follow Gods commandments?



Elder Dallin H. Oaks
“This story ... shows the goodness of God in 
protecting Isaac and in providing a substitute so 
he would not have to die. Because of our sins and 
our mortality, we, like Isaac, are condemned to 
death. When all other hope is gone, our Father in 
Heaven provides the Lamb of God, and we are 
saved by his sacrifice”



Bishop Joseph L. Wirthlin - Presiding Bishopric 
“Abraham’s faith in God was wholly justified, for while he was about 
to sacrifice his own son, God provided a ram. The obedience of 
Abraham in this incident, without a doubt, is one of the greatest 
examples of obedience in the history of the whole human family, 
and because if his great love for God and having implicit faith in 
God, God made him the father of all nations, promising that his 
descendants would be as numerous as the sands of the seashore. 
God so loved the world that he gave his Only Begotten Son, and 
Abraham so loved God that he was willing to sacrifice his son at 
the command of God.”



Closing thoughts...
President Hugh B. Brown said that God commanded Abraham to sacrifice 
Isaac because “Abraham needed to learn something about Abraham”. So 
likewise what have you learned from your trials? 
Spencer W. Kimball said, “Father Abraham and Mother Sarah knew—knew 
the promise would be fulfilled. How—they did not know and did not demand 
to know. Isaac positively would live to be the father of a numerous posterity. 
They knew he would even though he might need to die. They knew he could 
still be raised from the dead to fulfil the promise, and faith here preceded the 
miracle.” Sometimes we can only see one way out of a situation, then after a 
sudden twist and turn, our eyes are opened to the path prepared by our 
loving Father in Heaven. 



Next weeks reading assignment

Lesson 10 - Online link 

Birthright Blessings; Marriage in the Covenant 

Genesis 24-29 

  

Online link to today’s prelude music source

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-10-birthright-blessings-marriage-in-the-covenant?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ip-m1XGqdh8

