
Birthright Blessings;  
Marriage in the Covenant

Old Testament Lesson 10:

Genesis 24-29



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 10 
Numbers 14 to Numbers 27

• Numbers 14:34 ‘ye shall know my breach’, footnote a changes to ‘ye 
shall feel my displeasure’ 

• The matrix (Numbers 18:15) is a womb.  
• When Moses was instructed to hold up the serpent upon a pole, note the 

footnote is a cross reference to Jesus Christ symbolism and anticipation.  
• The unicorn is a wild ox (Numbers 23:22; 24:8).  
• Remember that Shittim (Numbers 24:1) is a place, a large forest which 

likely contained the Shittim wood used in the tabernacle and alter 
construction.  

• Next weeks reading: Numbers 28 to Deuteronomy 2. 
• Week after reading: Deuteronomy 3 to 20.



Genesis 24-29



What is a Birthright?
“A right of inheritance belonging to the firstborn son. In a broad 
sense, the birthright includes any or all rights or inheritance 
transmitted to a person when he is born into a family and culture.”	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	   Guide to the Scriptures 
“Under the patriarchal order, the right or inheritance of the firstborn 
is known as birthright. This generally included a land inheritance as 
well as the authority to preside. The firstborn of flocks and of 
human families was considered as belonging to the Lord and was 
expected to be dedicated to Him. This dedication could be either 
literal or by the payment of redemption money. 		 	       Continued



What is a Birthright?
“From time to time certain prerogatives, opportunities, and 
blessings have attended those who were born of a particular 
lineage. Thus the office of high priest (of the Aaronic order) and the 
office of the patriarch to the Church (in the Melchizedek Priesthood) 
are hereditary in nature. Lineage alone does not guarantee the 
blessings or spiritual power of the office, but the opportunities are 
offered to the firstborn of the selected lineage. There are several 
instances in the scriptures of the one who was the firstborn losing 
his birthright because of unrighteousness and his office being given 
to another; such is the case with Esau and Reuben” 		 	   LDS BD



Inheritance versus Birthright
• Need a male and female volunteer (I may pick a couple instead). 
• The couple need three volunteer children (2 male and 1 female). 
• The couple can choose a spouse for any or all of the children if 

they wish to.  
• The couple can choose to have an appropriate number of 

servants if they wish. 
• The family have been blessed tremendously. They have 

accumulated money, houses, land and servants. Prior to the 
father dying he divides his estate as he sees fit - no rules 
attached. [Father to determine inheritance as he sees fit].



Birthright Special privileges that belonged to the firstborn male child in 
a family. Prominent among those privileges was a double portion of the 
estate as an inheritance. If a man had two sons his estate would be 
divided into three portions, and the older son would receive two. If there 
were three sons, the estate would be divided into four portions, and the 
oldest son would receive two. The oldest son also normally received the 
fathers major blessing. Esau forfeited his birthright for the sake of a meal 
of lentil stew and bread. ... Legal continuation of the family line may also 
have been included among the privileges of the firstborn son. 
Deuteronomy 21:15-17 prohibited a father from playing favorites among 
his sons by trying to give the birthright to other than the firstborn. 



Inheritance versus Birthright
• This time the father is going to divide his estate, following these 

rules: 
• The estate is divided equally amongst the sons. An additional 

portion is created which the oldest son (firstborn) receives.  
• Daughters inherit through their husbands’ families only.  
• Unmarried siblings or widowed wife’s claim inheritance through 

the eldest sons firstborns birthright.  
• Children of servants are considered children of the “owning” wife 

and claim inheritance through the husbands/firstborn inheritance. 



Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“It appears that anciently under the Patriarchal Order 
certain blessings, rights, powers and privileges—collectively 
called the birthright—passed from the father to his firstborn 
son. In later ages special blessings and prerogatives have 
been poured out upon all the worthy descendants of some 
who gained special blessings and birthrights anciently. 
Justification for this system, in large part, lies in the pre-
existent preparation and training of those born in the lines 
destined to inherit preferential endowments.”



Does the firstborn always inherit the birthright?

• The Lord has sometimes chosen a different heir 
to the birthright: 

• Isaac over his older brother Ishmael 
• Jacob over his older brother Esau 
• Joseph over his older brother Reuben 
• Ephraim over his older brother Manessah 
• Nephi over his older brothers Laman and Lemuel.



What is our birthright as 
members of the church?



Kent P. Jackson, February 1990
“Among the promises of the Abrahamic covenant 
is the one whereby faithful heirs will possess the 
gospel and the power of the Lord’s priesthood. 
Covenant descendants of Abraham and Sarah 
have a right, by virtue of their inheritance, to these 
blessings. However, as with other covenantal 
blessings, they actually realize the blessings of their 
birthright only on the basis of personal worthiness.”



Elder Quentin L. Cook
Doctrine and Covenants 59:23 
“The Church is a refuge where followers of Christ attain peace. 
Some young people in the world say they are spiritual but not 
religious. Feeling spiritual is a good first step. However, it is in the 
Church that we are fellowshipped, taught, and nourished by the 
good word of God. More importantly, it is priesthood authority in 
the Church that provides for sacred ordinances and covenants that 
bind families together and qualify each of us to return to God the 
Father and Jesus Christ in the celestial kingdom. These ordinances 
bring peace because they are covenants with the Lord.”



https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s

Mormon Temples: LDS Temple Marriage, forever
[03:12]

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s


Time to Ponder…..

Q. Why do you feel it is important to 
marry in the covenant? 
Q. What qualities should we develop in 
preparation for and during our marriage? 
Q. How do our words and actions show 
the value we place on our birthright?



Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“What, then, is the Abrahamic covenant? It is that Abraham 
and his seed (including those adopted into his family) shall have 
all of the blessings of the gospel, of the priesthood, and of 
eternal life. The gate to eternal life is celestial marriage, which 
holy order of matrimony enables the family unit to continue in 
eternity, so that the participating parties may have posterity as 
numerous as the sands upon the seashore or the stars in 
heaven. The Abrahamic covenant enables men to create for 
themselves eternal family units that are patterned after the 
family of God our Heavenly Father.”



https://youtu.be/ss8cofjxSIY

Love Lessons: 125+ years of marriage advice in 3 minutes
[03:30]

https://youtu.be/ss8cofjxSIY
https://youtu.be/iQmMLz2rkOM


Closing thoughts...
Are we giving up our eternal birthright for a basic meal? Are your 
priorities focussed on the here and now, or preparing now to 
inherit your eternal birthright?  
Like the ladder that Jacob saw in his vision, the Abrahamic 
Covenant enables us one step at a time to return to our Father in 
Heaven as eternal families.  
Elder Marion G. Romney said of this dream: “Jacob realized that 
the covenants he made with the Lord ... were the rungs on the 
ladder that he himself would have to climb in order to obtain the 
promised blessings—blessings that would entitle him to enter 
heaven and associate with the Lord” 



Next week - Stake Conference 
Week after reading assignment

Lesson 11 - Online link 

“How Can I Do This Great Wickedness?” 

Genesis 34; 37-39 

  

Online link to today’s prelude music source

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-11-how-can-i-do-this-great-wickedness?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0kIAJpKkELQ

