
“Fruitful in the Land of My Affliction” Old Testament Lesson 12:

Genesis 40-45



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 13 
Deuteronomy 21 to Joshua 3

• Deuteronomy 21:23 - The footnote explains why it was not customary to 
leave a deceased body hanging.  

• Deuteronomy 23 - Usury is interest which doesn’t have the same 
negative connotations as today.   

• Deuteronomy 25 - The divers measurements (v14) means two kinds of. 
Payment was measured out by weight not by coin values that we now 
have. 

• Deuteronomy 28 - cattle is beasts; Kline is cattle; sheep is flocks; botch 
is boils; emerods is hemorrhoids or tumours; spoiled evenmore means 
robbed continually; straitness means distress; the wonderful plagues are 
extraordinary plagues; and sorrow of mind is anguish of soul.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 14 
Joshua 4 to 18

• Joshua 6:26 adjured means charged by an oath.  
• Joshua 7:15 wrought folly means done a foolish thing.  
• Joshua 8:13 their liers in wait means those in the ambush. 

Several references to this throughout Judges and also 
cross referenced to Alma.  

• Joshua 9:4 wilily means craftily with cunning.  
• Joshua 16:10 serve under tribute means as task servants. 
• Joshua 18:13 neither means lower. 
• Next weeks reading: Joshua 19 to Judges 8



Genesis 40-45



What were some of the previous trials Joseph had faced?

•     Genesis 37:4 
• Joseph was hated by his brothers.  
• His brothers conspired to kill him, then sold 

him for a slave instead (Genesis 37:18-28).  
•     Genesis 39:20 
• He was unjustly put in prison after fleeing 

from Potiphars wife’s advances. 



Genesis 40
• After being cast into prison, Joseph met two other prominent 

employees; the chief butler and the chief baker (v1-2). 
• The captain of the guard charged Joseph with their care (v3-4). 
• One morning after having dreamed dreams, Joseph noticed 

their countenance had changed and asked why they were so 
sad (v5-6). 

• They were saddened because no one could interpret their 
dreams for them but Joseph requested they shared with him 
(v7-8). 



Genesis 40
• The chief butler shared his dream about a vine, its three 

branches with clusters of grapes. The chief butler 
pressed the grapes into the cup and gave the cup to 
Pharaoh (v9-11). 

• Joseph interpreted that the three branches were three 
days and that he shall be restored to his previous position 
and will serve Pharaoh again (v12-13). 

• What did Joseph ask for in return of his interpretation? 
See verse 14.



Genesis 40
• The chief baker trusted Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams and shared 

his; having three white baskets on his head. In the top basket was all 
sorts of baked goods for the Pharaoh but the birds ate the goods from 
the top basket upon his head (v16-17). 

• Joseph interpreted that the three baskets symbolised three days, and 
the baker would be hung upon a tree and the birds would eat his flesh 
(v18-19). 

• Three days later at the Pharaohs birthday feast, the chief butler was 
restored to a serve Pharaoh and the chief baker was hanged. The chief 
butler forgot Joseph despite his interpretation being correct (v20-23).



What happened to Joseph next?
•     Genesis 41:1 
• Joseph spent another two years in prison 
•     Genesis 41:8-15 
• Joseph was released from prison after the chief butler 

recalled Joseph’s ability to interpret dreams  
• How did Joseph react when Pharaoh suggested he 

could interpret dreams (Genesis 41:16) 
• How did Pharaoh react to his interpretation (v37-46) 
• Why was Joseph able to interpret these dreams? (v38)



https://youtu.be/H0ZJCW2QRP4

Comfort in Trials 
[03:46]

https://youtu.be/H0ZJCW2QRP4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s


Time to Ponder…..
Q. What lessons have you learned from 
life’s trials? 
Q. What advice would you give yourself 
now on how to deal with your trials? 
Q. How do you feel now about your trials? 
Q. How have you been blessed to receive 
strength during your trials?



A favourite scripture...
• Think of a favourite scripture that can help you 

through a trial. 
• Mark it and cross reference it now.  
• You may have one already that is a favourite.  
• It may be a quote, a poem or a favourite conference 

talk.  
• A picture can help you to reflect upon it and locate it 

in times of need. 





Closing thoughts...
Despite God revealing to Joseph that he would rule over his 
brothers, he had many challenges and trials to overcome. I 
doubt he knew the twists and turns that were ahead of him 
- but his conviction in times of good and bad never 
wavered.  
Joseph always sought to serve and bring about good. In 
our times of difficulty we are often blessed when we too 
minister to others in their time of need.  
The following video excerpts from Elder Scott is my 
testimony of trials and how we should view them. 



https://youtu.be/pDx7sw1kujA

Excerpts from “Finding Joy in Life”
[04:33]

https://youtu.be/pDx7sw1kujA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s


Lesson 13 - Online link 

Bondage, Passover, and Exodus 

Exodus 1-3; 5-6; 11-14 

  

Online link to today’s prelude music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-13-bondage-passover-and-exodus?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=diJlJ63G3cI&list=PLv3pH-ixmFgG--Bl-qfdA0Qr9HWoN3v23

