
Bondage, Passover, and Exodus Old Testament Lesson 13:

Exodus 1-3; 5-6; 11-14



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 15 
Joshua 19 to Judges 8

• Joshua 21:43-44 the land wasn’t just promised to the Israelites it was 
covenanted unto them. 

• Joshua 24:19 the footnote clarifies that the ‘jealous’ God means 
‘desiring exclusive devotion’. 

• Judges 1:7 “three score and ten kings”. A score is 20. So 20 x 3 + 10 = 
70. 

• Judges 4:18 The mantle covering is a rug, thick coverlet or a blanket.  
• Judges 5:5 the footnote changes ‘melted’ mountains to quaked. Lots of 

explanations in the footnotes in this chapter.  
• Hymn Who’s on the Lord’s Side? (#260) is based on Joshua 24:15, 24. 
• Next weeks reading: Judges 9 to Ruth 4



Exodus 1-3; 5-6; 11-14



Exodus 1-3; 5-6; 11-14



John Taylor
“God has made use of various means, in various ages of the world, to 
teach and lead men in the right path. He sent forth his servants in 
different ages into the vineyard, and gathered a few here and a few there 
who would obey his law, that they might be saved in his kingdom. And 
what, let me ask, have the other people of the world to do with it? They 
would not listen to the words of life; can the messengers of God help it? 
No, they cannot. Theirs is not a very enviable position. It was not a very 
pleasant thing for Moses to go to the Egyptian king to tell him the 
message he had to bear, nor to see the plagues roll on one after 
another. But God set him to work at it, and he did it. It was the Lord that 
managed that matter; he was simply the instrument.”



Put the plagues in chronological order





The 10 Plagues in Exodus
Plague Detail Result among the 

Egyptians
Result among the 

Israelites
1. Water was turned to 

blood (7:20).
The fish died, so the river 

stank (7:21).

2. Frogs

(8:6).

All the frogs died, so the 
land stank (8:13-14).

3. Lice - swarms of gnats 
or maggots (8:17). 

All men and animals were 
infected (8:17). 

4. Flies

(8:24).

The land was corrupted/
ruined (8:24).

Goshen was spared

(8:21-23).



The 10 Plagues in Exodus

Plague Detail Result among the 
Egyptians

Result among the 
Israelites

5. “Grevious murrain” or 
cattle plague (9:3). The cattle died (9:6). Cattle was spared (9:6).

6. Boils 

(9:10).

All the Egyptians had 
boils (9:11).

7. Hail and fire (lightning)

(9:18, 23-24). 

Plant life was smitten, 
and trees were broken 
(9:25). Some Egyptians 

found refuge (9:20).

There was no hail in 
Goshen (9:26).



The 10 Plagues in Exodus

Plague Detail Result among the 
Egyptians

Result among the 
Israelites

8. Locusts

(10:13-14).

The land was darkened 
and no green thing 
remained (10:15).

9. Thick darkness for 
three days (10:22). 

The people could not see 
one another (10:23).

Were protected: had light 
in their dwellings (10:23). 

10. The firstborn were 
killed (11:5-7; 12:29).

Every house in Egypt was 
smitten with death: the 

firstborn of men and 
animals died (12:30).

The obedient in Israel 
were spared (Exodus 12).



Orson Pratt
“The Egyptians did not know, when Moses and Aaron performed 
miracles, that they were the servants of God. They saw water 
apparently turned into blood; they saw frogs and insects come 
before their eyes; but they saw the magicians do the same 
things, and they had not sufficient knowledge to know the 
difference between the powers of the children of God and those 
possessed by themselves. Although they believed, yet they did 
not know, for want of the Holy Spirit. Their hearts were not 
sufficiently prepared to receive that heavenly light, that divine gift 
by which that power was among them.”



Brigham Young
The Savior changed water into wine, in the same manner, by commanding the 
elements. Can that be done by a chemical process. I admit it can by the persons 
who understand the process; and that men can make bread also. As quick as I 
admit that the history Moses gives of himself is true, I cannot have any question 
in the world but what in ancient days they understood in a measure how to 
command the elements. The magicians of Egypt ... could cause frogs to come 
upon the land, as well as Moses could. They could turn the waters of Egypt into 
blood, and in many more things compete with Moses. There was one thing, 
however, they could not do, ... When they threw their staffs on the floor before 
the king, they could not swallow the staff of Moses, but the staff of Moses 
swallowed the staffs of the magicians. I have no doubt that men can perform 
many such wonders ... they can deceive the inhabitants of the earth, and make 
them believe that things were done, which in reality were not.



The 10 Plagues Explained?
Plague Detail Scientific Explanations 

1. Water was turned to 
blood (7:20).

Fish blood due to red clay washed in to the Nile 
which choked out the fish and were infected with 

Anthrax  (Readers Digest).
2. Frogs


(8:6).
The frogs were trying to escape muddy waters. 
They also died due to Anthrax infection (RD).

3. Lice - swarms of gnats 
or maggots (8:17). 

The lice/gnats were feasting on the dead frogs (RD).  
Frogs typically eat insects without them the insect 
population could have increased (Live Science). 

4. Flies

(8:24).

As above. The Hebrew wording is ambiguous. It 
roughly translates to a ‘mixture’ perhaps hornets or 

mosquitos (LS).



The 10 Plagues Explained?
Plague Detail Scientific Explanations 

5. “Grevious murrain” or 
cattle plague (9:3).

The fields from which the cattle fed were turned 
toxic by the previous two plagues (RD).

6. Boils 

(9:10).

The boils were symptoms of the same disease that 
caused the pestilence in the animals (RD) or due to 

Smallpox (LS).

7. Hail and fire (lightning)

(9:18, 23-24). 

Volcanic ash mixed with thunderstorms above 
Egypt could lead to a dramatic hailstorm (LS). 



Plague Detail Scientific Explanations 

8. Locusts

(10:13-14).

Locust swarms are common in the region, 
especially after heavy rainy seasons (RD). The 
volcanic eruption may have created favourable 

conditions (LS).

9. Thick darkness for 
three days (10:22). 

Easterly winds blew dust from neighbouring Libya 
(RD). It may have been a solar eclipse or volcanic 

ash cloud (LS). 

10. The firstborn were 
killed (11:5-7; 12:29).

With all the turmoil infant mortality rate simply 
skyrocketed (RD). The grain was contaminated (LS). 

The 10 Plagues Explained?



There have been numerous attempts through the ages to explain the plagues 
described in these chapters of Exodus. Some have tried to show that the various 
plagues were the result of some natural phenomenon such as passing meteorites 
or the explosion of a volcanic island in the Mediterranean Sea. While there is some 
degree of logical progression in the plagues (the river’s pollution could have driven 
the frogs out of the marshes to die, and this situation would then have bred lice, 
flies, and disease), it is not possible at present to explain how the Lord brought 
about these miraculous events. The fact that the plagues were selective (that is, 
sent upon the Egyptians but not the Israelites) adds to their miraculous nature. 
God often works through natural means to bring about His purposes, but that fact 
does not lessen the miraculous nature of His work. In the plagues and eventual 
deliverance of Israel from the bondage of Egypt is a record of remarkable and 
miraculous intervention by God in behalf of His children. How He actually 
intervened is not nearly so significant as that He did intervene.



President John Taylor
“... [Moses] had the Gospel when he went among the children of Israel. There 
were many signs and wonders poured out among them and many calamities 
overtook the Egyptians. And Moses went from time to time into the presence of 
Pharaoh telling him what should take place, and among the rest he said that if 
they did not let Israel go, the firstborn of the Egyptians should be slain. And he 
told the people that dwelt in the land Goshen—the children of Israel—that they 
were to kill a lamb and sprinkle the blood of the lamb upon their door posts, 
and that when the destroying angels passed through, their children should 
escape death. And it happened precisely as had been told them—while the 
firstborn of the Egyptians was destroyed, the children of the Hebrews were 
preserved. Now, that was called the Passover among the children of Israel, and 
it was continued among them year after year, and the day on which it was kept 
was called the day of the Passover.”



https://youtu.be/6vBWvs6OXmI

The Passover
[03:07]

https://youtu.be/6vBWvs6OXmI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s


Elder George Q. Cannon
“You doubtless recollect that the Lord also required his children—the people of Israel—
to set apart the firstborn male in every family to be his. They had been redeemed in 
Egypt, or rather they had been saved from the scourge which fell upon all the families of 
Egypt. When God plead with Pharaoh, through Moses, to let the people go, destruction 
fell on all the households of Egypt, the firstborn in every one being slain. But among the 
children of Israel the firstborn were spared, and the Lord claimed them as his ... 
These were very singular laws and ordinances, but God had a design in view in 
enforcing them. Everything he does is dictated by infinite wisdom, and when the people 
strictly complied with these laws and ordinances I have mentioned the Lord blessed 
them in all things, so much so that it became a proverb in the midst of Israel—“Honor 
the Lord with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of thy increase: So shall thy barns be 
filled with plenty, and thy presses burst forth with new wine.” When the people honored 
the Lord with their substance his blessings rested upon them and they were prospered.”



Closing thoughts...
This weeks reading has so much in it. The calling of 
Moses as a prophet, his response. The way the Lord 
counselled and prepared him. The constant hardening of 
Pharaohs heart. The Passover instituted for the first time. 
The parting of the Red Sea and the Exodus.  
Like Moses or the Israelites, we too may feel 
overwhelmed or burdened by life’s journey. President 
Uchtdorf said “Our Heavenly Father sees our real 
potential. He knows things about us that we do not know 
ourselves”.



Lesson 14 - Online link 

“Ye Shall Be a Peculiar Treasure unto Me” 

Exodus 15-20; 32-34 

  

Online link to today’s prelude music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-14-ye-shall-be-a-peculiar-treasure-unto-me?lang=eng
https://youtu.be/PjGWq6b-kx8?list=PLMv31qTa8q9UhwKs3wvaYMT0s8Ps6N_3c

