
“Look to God and Live” Old Testament Lesson 15:

Numbers 11-14; 21:1-9



Complete the table as it is passed around

Favourite food or meal Least favourite food or meal



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 17 
1 Samuel 1 to 17

• “Kick me at my sacrifice” the footnote suggests “that with scorn” (1 
Samuel 2:29). 

• Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, the footnote clarifies, be 
strong, and be men (1 Samuel 4:9). 

• The coffer is a basket, chest, trunk, especially for valuables (1 
Samuel 6:8). 

• “held his peace” the footnote means “ignored them” (1 Samuel 
10:27). 

• Joseph Smith Translation is in the footnotes of chapters 15 and 16. 
• Next weeks reading: 1 Samuel 18 to 2 Samuel 2



Numbers 11-14; 21:1-9



Numbers 11-14; 21:1-9



• The Israelites still contained the faithless. They 
complained and when the Lord heard it, He sent 
fire which consumed them (v1). 

• The people cried unto Moses. When Moses prayed 
unto the Lord the fire was quenched (v2). 

• Moses called the place Taberah (which means 
burning), “because the fire of the Lord burnt 
among them” (v3).

Numbers 11



• Israel now murmurs about the Manna and desires flesh 
instead.  

• Read v4-6. 
• Review the food list from earlier.  
• Put yourself there. Imagine the food/meal you dislike the 

most. That is your Manna, it is all you have to eat. You are 
there in the Wilderness, do you think back to your 
favourite food/meal, reminisce and complain? 

• Read v7-9.

Numbers 11



• Listening to his people whine about their circumstances 
displeased both Moses and the Lord (v10). 

• At times, Moses carried more than he felt he could bear. 
Over these next verses you really get a glimpse into the 
frustration Moses felt. Read v11-15. 

• What was the Lord’s solution? (v16-17).  
• Note how the Lord sustained his prophet first, and then 

delivered the flesh (Quail) that Moses had prayed 
earnestly for.  

Numbers 11



• Moses is instructed to say to the Israelites 
the need to sanctify themselves as tomorrow 
they will receive the flesh (Quail) to eat.  

• Read v19-20.   
• Moses is confused by this prophesy. He 

seeks clarification. Read v21-22. 
• How did the Lord respond? (see v23).

Numbers 11



Time to Ponder…..
Q. What were the Israelites focussed on? What should 
they have been focusing on? Are we in danger of doing 
the same today? 
Q. What are some modern day examples of people that 
have given up blessings in order to satisfy immediate 
desires? 
Q. Have you felt that you have been left to wander in the 
desert? How did you feel about the church and the trials 
you encountered at the time compared to now?



• How was Moses described in 
Chapter 12? (See v3). 

• What is meekness? 
• Turn to the scriptures and find a 

scripture on meekness to share. 



President Gordon B Hinckley

“Meekness implies a spirit of gratitude 
as opposed to an attitude of self-
sufficiency, an acknowledgment of a 
greater power beyond oneself, a 
recognition of God, and an acceptance 
of his commandments”



https://youtu.be/_rcTzjhFRwE

Meekness: A Bible Perspective
[01:42]

https://youtu.be/_rcTzjhFRwE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s


James E Faust

“Most of us who are called to leadership in 
the Church feel that we are inadequate 
because of inexperience, lack of ability, or 
meager learning and education. Of the many 
descriptions of Moses is the following: “Now 
the man Moses was very meek, above all the 
men which were upon the face of the earth.”



Closing thoughts...
The closing remark from last weeks lesson still seems relevant 
this week:		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
Murmuring isn’t just complaining, or speaking your mind. It is 
forgetting your relationship with God. Elder Nelson said, “When 
we pray, we should not presume to give God counsel but should 
inquire of the Lord and hearken to his counsel.” 
Moses found the burden difficult to carry. The Lord provided a 
way to minister effectively.  
Meekness isn’t a weakness. The Israelites were weak, seeking 
an alternative to Manna and complaining. Moses showed 
meekness in submitting to the Lord in obedience. 



Lesson 16 - Online link 

“I Cannot Go Beyond the Word of the Lord” 

Numbers 22-24; 31:1-16 

  

Online link to today’s reverence music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-16-i-cannot-go-beyond-the-word-of-the-lord?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hQ9zW1eAKPw

