
“I Cannot Go Beyond  
the Word of the Lord”

Old Testament Lesson 16:

Numbers 22-24; 31:1-16



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 18 
1 Samuel 18 to 2 Samuel 2

• David’s “name was much set by”; the footnote 
changes set by to adored (1 Samuel 18:30). 

• JST corrects “the evil spirit from the Lord” to 
“which was not of the The Lord” (1 Samuel 19:9). 

• “Churchlish” means rude, rough or hard (see 
footnote 1 Samuel 25:3). 

• Next weeks reading: 2 Samuel 3 to 2 Samuel 19



Time to Ponder…..

Do you believe every 
word in the Bible to 

be the Word of God?



Numbers 22-24; 31:1-16



• Balak is the King of Moab and is terrified of the 
Israelites. Why was he so afraid?  

• Read Chapter heading to Numbers 21 and 
Numbers 22:1-3. 

• King Balak sent messengers to Balaam inviting him 
to do what? (Read v6) 

• What did King Balak send with the messengers? 
(Read v7). 

Numbers 22



Response 1: Balaam invites them to rest the night with him. God tells him 
not to go with them, and not to curse the Israelites as they are a blessed 
people. Balaam sends the messengers (the princes see footnote 8a) away 
explaining the Lord refused their request (v8-14).

Balaam is visited again with more honourable princes (leaders). They extend 
King Balaks desire for him to let nothing stop him from his invitation and 
promise Balaam great honour if he would curse the Israelites (v15-17).

Response 2: Balaam responds that even if King Balak would reward him 
with a house full of silver or gold he can only say what the Lord would have 
him say; no more and no less. Again Balaam invites them to rest the night 
that he may seek God’s guidance. God tells him to go with them but only 
speak his words. The next morning Balaam leaves with the princes (v18-21).

Numbers 22



Numbers 22:20 (Joseph Smith Translation)
King James Version Joseph Smith Translation (My Edit)

“In other words, the Lord was making Balaam responsible 
for the decision to follow God or to go with the princes of 
Moab. Balaam, however, ignored the Lord’s instructions 
and chose to go with the princes of Moab.”



Read each scripture reference and write or draw a short 
description of what happened to Balaam because he ignored God

1) Numbers 22:22-23

3) Numbers 22:27-30

2) Numbers 22:24-26

4) Numbers 22:31-35



• When King Balak heard that Balaam had arrived, 
he went out to meet him and said (Read v37). 

• Balaam responded (Read v38). 
• King Balak offered his successful princes and  

Balaam oxen and sheep (v40). 
• The next day they travelled to a higher place so  

most of the people (the Israelites) were visible (v41).

Numbers 22



• Balaam asked King Balak to build seven altars and 
prepare on each an oxen and ram as a burnt 
offering. Balaam goes further up the mountain 
where God meets with him. Balaam explains his 
preparations and the Lord tells him what to say. He 
returns down the mountain to King Balak and his 
successful princes (v1-6). 

• Balaam says what? (Read v7-10).

Numbers 23



• King Balak can’t believe what he is hearing, how could 
Balaam bless the Israelites when he brought him to curse 
them. Balaam rebuffs the King, stating that he was only 
saying what the Lord had said to him (v11-12).  

• King Balak invites him to travel to another place, where 
he can curse the Israelites instead. Again the seven 
altars, with a bullock and ram were prepared. Balaam 
goes alone to meet with the Lord and returns (v13-17). 

• His response to King Balak (Read v20).

Numbers 23



• King Balak now appears more desperate 
now as he invites Balaam to travel with him 
to another place where “it may please God 
that thou mayest curse” the Israelites from 
there. Again seven altars are prepared with 
a bullock and a ram on each (v27-30).

Numbers 23



What are the ancient Hebrew traditions associated with the 
number seven?

“The number seven appears with great frequency in the Old 
Testament. For example, the Sabbath was on the seventh day and 
the seventh month began the Feast of Trumpets. Seven weeks 
was the interval between the Passover and Pentecost. The 
seventh year was the Passover year, and the year following seven 
times seven years was the Jubilee year. Seven days was the 
length of the Feast of the Passover, and of Tabernacles. The 
ceremonies of the consecration of priests lasted seven days. 
Seven victims were offered on special occasions, as in Balaam’s 
sacrifice and so forth. In the New Testament seven is associated 
with infinity and forgiveness.”



• Balam knew he had to bless the Israelites again, 
so instead of heading alone to seek guidance from 
the Lord, he turned straight to the Wilderness (the 
Israelites) and blessed them again (v1-9). 

• How did King Balak respond? (Read v10-11). 
• After some other prophesies from Balaam, he and 

King Balak went their separate ways (Read v25).

Numbers 24



• What happened to Balaam? 
• Although Balaam would not curse the Israelites, 

he wasn’t a true prophet of God as he didn’t 
care about the spiritual survival of the Israelites. 

• He counselled the Midianites to corrupt the 
Israelites through adultery and idolatry. 

• Read the last Old Testament account of him - 
Joshua 13:22.



Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“What a story this is! Here is a prophet of God who is firmly 
committed to declare only what the Lord of heaven directs. 
There does not seem to be the slightest doubt in his mind 
about the course he should pursue. He represents the Lord, 
and neither a house full of gold and silver nor high honors 
offered by the king can sway him from his determined 
course... 
But greed for wealth and lust for honor beckon him. How 
marvelous it would be [for him] to be rich and powerful...  

Continued...



Elder Bruce R. McConkie
“Perhaps the Lord would let him compromise his standards 
and have some worldly prosperity and power. ... I wonder 
how often some of us get our direction from the Church and 
then, Balaam-like, plead for some worldly rewards. ... 
“Balaam, ... inspired and mighty as he once was, lost his soul 
in the end because he set his heart on the things of this 
world rather than the riches of eternity”



Closing thoughts...
God forbade Balaam to go with the first princes that invited him to curse the 
Israelites on behalf of King Balak. On the subsequent visit the Lord allowed him 
to go, but then reminded him of his obligations through his mule talking to him 
and then seeing an angel.  
Why would God let him go? Agency. Why did Balaam willingly follow King Balak 
from place to place? Perhaps he deeply desired the rewards on offer to him.  
Several times this year in preparing these Old Testament Sunday School 
lessons; I have sat back and thought do I really believe this story, the miracle, 
these circumstances. I have come to realise that the Bible does not only contain 
the word of God; it contains connections, patterns and themes, warnings and 
blessings, amazing prophecies and utter destruction. Agency is woven into the 
Bible as is God’s love for his children. In the words of President Brigham 
Young...



Brigham Young
“I have heard some make the broad assertion that every word within the 
lids of the Bible was the word of God. I have said to them, “You have 
never read the Bible, have you?” “O, yes, and I believe every word in it is 
the word of God.” Well, I believe that the Bible contains the word of God, 
and the words of good men and the words of bad men; the words of 
good angels and the words of bad angels and words of the devil; and 
also the words uttered by the ass when he rebuked the prophet in his 
madness. I believe the words of the Bible are just what they are; but aside 
from that I believe the doctrines concerning salvation contained in that 
book are true, and that their observance will elevate any people, nation or 
family that dwells on the face of the earth. 

Continued...



Brigham Young
“The doctrines contained in the Bible will lift to a superior condition all 
who observe them; they will impart to them knowledge, wisdom, charity, 
fill them with compassion and cause them to feel after the wants of those 
who are in distress, or in painful or degraded circumstances. They who 
observe the precepts contained in the Scriptures will be just and true, and 
virtuous and peaceable at home and abroad. Follow out the doctrines of 
the Bible and men will make splendid husbands, women excellent wives, 
and children will be obedient; they will make families happy and the 
nations wealthy and happy and lifted up above the things of this life.”



Lesson 17 - Online link 

“Beware Lest Thou Forget” 

Deuteronomy 6; 8; 11; 32 

  

Online link to today’s reverence music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-17-beware-lest-thou-forget?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6dIjIu-5tE8

