
God Will Honor Those 
Who Honor Him

Old Testament Lesson 21:

1 Samuel 2-3; 8



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 23 
2 Kings 11 to 1 Chronicles 1

• The upper pool conduit is a ditch or aqueduct (2 Kings 18:17). 
• The eunuchs in the place of King Babylon are officers (2 Kings 20:18). “Eunuchs 

were regarded as especially trustworthy in the ancient Near East and thus were 
frequently employed in royal service” (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). 

• The prophetess Huldah dwelt in the college in Jerusalem. The ‘college’ is one of 
two geographical sections of Jerusalem. The Hebrew word means “repetition, 
copy, second”. 

• The ‘grove’ that was removed, burnt and trodden upon was Asherah a fertility 
goddess (2 Kings 23:6). “Over half of the references in the Old Testament are 
found in the books of Kings and Chronicles” (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). 

• Hymn “God of Our Fathers, Known of Old” (#80) is based upon 2 Kings 
17:38-39. 

• Next weeks reading:1 Chronicles 2 to 1 Chronicles 12.



1 Samuel 2-3; 8



“Now the sons of Eli were sons of Belial...”
• Who was Belial? 
• Turn to the Bible Dictionary ‘Belial’. 
• Belial means “worthless, someone of evil 

affiliation”. It is capitalized by the English 
translators as if it were a title for Satan and is 
sometimes so used in later books of the Old 
Testament (LDS Institute Manual). 

• What was their sin?



Priests and Temple Offerings
Leviticus 7 -  Don’t eat the fat from the animal (v23)


If you eat the fat from an offering you will be cut off (v25)

The breast meat is for the High Priest and Priests, but the fat is an offering to 

God (v31) and is a commandment to all generations (v36)

Deuteronomy 18:3 - The priest’s “due” from the people should be the 
shoulder, the two cheeks and the maw (stomach). 

1 Samuel 2:13-16 - Their custom was to have a servant of the Priest, reach 
into the pan with a flesh hook and take whatever meat they wanted. They  
also took the fat, and could choose to do so by force if people refused. 



“The Sins of Eli’s Sons According to the law of 
Moses, the priests were to receive certain portions of 
the sacrifice to eat, but they were only to receive it 
after the fat was burned on the altar, and they were 
to receive no additional pieces. When Eli’s sons took 
what did not belong to them and took it before they 
should have, they were robbing God of His offering 
and cheating the people.”



• What was their other sinful act within the temple 
walls? (Read v22). 

• What effect did this greedy, sinful and lustrous 
behaviour have on the people? (Read v17 and 
v24). 

• Eli heard about his sons sins (v23) and he 
rebuked them (v25). What should he have done?

1 Samuel 2



“Under the law of Moses, willful disobedience to parents was 
punishable by death, and the parents were obliged to see that the 
punishment was carried out. [Eli’s sons] compounded their already 
serous sins by disobeying their father, and Eli failed in his parental 
responsibility as well as in his office as the presiding priest. Although he 
rebuked his sons, he took no action to see that the abomination in his 
family and at the tabernacle was corrected. Therefore, “a man of 
God” (some unnamed prophet) came to Eli and pronounced the Lord’s 
curse upon Eli’s house because “[thou] honourest thy sons above 
me” (vv. 27, 29). That is, Eli’s relationship with his sons was of more 
value to him than his relationship with God.”



1 Samuel 2:25
• The statement: If a man sins against a man, the 

judge will judge them. (Remember the Judge is 
raised up by God). 

• The question: If a man sins against God who will 
entreat [plead for mercy] for him?  

• What is the point of this statement and question 
being in this story?



President Spencer W. Kimball
“The Lord punished the temple worker Eli, charging him with the 
serious sins of his sons ... because his sons made themselves vile, 
and he restrained them not. In modern times the Lord said, ‘Now, 
I, the Lord, am not well pleased with the inhabitants of Zion, for 
there are idlers among them; and their children are also growing 
up in wickedness.’ (D&C 68:31) ... How sad if the Lord should 
charge any of us parents with having failed to teach our children. 
Truly a tremendous responsibility falls upon a couple when they 
bring children into the world. Not only food, clothes, shelter are 
required for them, but loving, kindly disciplining and teaching.”



https://youtu.be/NvmNEXzaK8U

The Lord calls Samuel (1 Samuel 3)
[01:58]

https://youtu.be/NvmNEXzaK8U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULrlf78GSac&t=27s


• The Lord tells Samuel he “will do a thing in Israel, at 
which both the ears of every one that hearth it shall 
tingle” (v11) and the curse that Eli’s sons had 
brought against the house cannot be forgiven (v14). 

• When Samuel reluctantly told Eli the next morning 
about his vision, how did Eli respond? (Read v18). 

• Samuel grew in the Lord, all Israel knew he was a 
prophet (v19-20).

1 Samuel 3



Time to Ponder…..
Q. Why do you think we sometimes choose to 
please ourselves rather than God?  
Q. What are the consequences of honouring 
ourselves more than God? 
Q. Have you ever missed a communication from 
God? How did you realise this, how did you feel? 
Q. Why did the Lord call Samuel’s name 
repeatedly? Why not just tell Samuel who he was?



Closing thoughts...
We must choose each day who and what we will honour. Today we have 
chosen to come to church, renew our baptismal Covenants through the 
sacrament. These are honourable actions, do we really try to reset our 
path each week and truly honour God? Or are we simply pausing our life 
to fit God in, only to carry on our current path? 
The Lord revealed his thoughts about the early saints to Joseph Smith: 
“They were slow to hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God; 
therefore, the Lord their God is slow to hearken unto their prayers, to 
answer them in the day of their trouble. In the day of their peace they 
esteemed lightly my counsel; but, in the day of their trouble, of necessity 
they feel after me” (D&C 101:7-8). 
In closing from James E Faust ...



James E Faust
“Eli the priest was relieved of his calling when he permitted wickedness in 
the house of the Lord. The Lord said, “For them that honour me I will 
honour.” The great priesthood power and authority with which we have 
been entrusted must be exercised by those authorized to do so who have 
proven themselves worthy to do so. Only in this manner will our acts be 
sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise and thus be honored by the Lord. 
We honor the Lord by keeping our baptismal covenants, our sacrament 
covenants, our temple covenants, and by keeping the Sabbath day holy. 
The Lord has said, “All among them who know their hearts are honest, and 
are broken, and their spirits contrite, and are willing to observe their 
covenants by sacrifice—yea, every sacrifice which I, the Lord, shall 
command—they are accepted of me.”



Lesson 22 - Online link 

“The Lord Looketh on the Heart” 

1 Samuel 9-11; 13; 15-17 

Online link to today’s reverence music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-22-the-lord-looketh-on-the-heart?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=REfNtrjJWPs

