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52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 27 
2 Chronicles 24 to Ezra 3

• The ‘great diseases’ means severely wounded (2 Chronicles 24:25). 
• Amaziah reigned ‘not with a perfect heart’, footnote clarifies it to mean 

wholeheartedly (2 Chronicles 25:2). 
• The castles are ‘forts’, other bible translations replace castles with 

fortified cities (2 Chronicles 27:4). 
• The ‘chambers’ that Hezekiah commanded to be prepared were 

storerooms (2 Chronicles 31:11). The word chambers has eight different 
meanings throughout the bible (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). 

• “she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college”, college here refers to a second 
section (2 Chronicles 34:22). This is “referring to the second district or 
division of Jerusalem” (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary). 

• Next weeks reading: Ezra 4 to Nehemiah 7.



Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



OR



Question 1
Trust in the Lord, and do 
good; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou 
shalt be______.

• fed

• healthy

• strong

• wise



Question 2
Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and he shall ______.

• deliver thee from thine   

enemies 

• deliver thee out of all              

thy troubles

• show thee his covenant

• strengthen thine heart



Question 3
Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven,      
whose sin is ______.

• blotted out

• covered

• forgiven

• hidden



Question 4
God is our refuge and strength,   
a very present help in ______.

• all the earth 

• the work of His saints

• times of need

• trouble



Question 5
Restore unto me the joy               
of thy ______.

• everlasting love

• forgiveness

• loving kindness

• salvation



Question 1 
Psalms 37:3

Trust in the Lord, and do 
good; so shalt thou dwell 
in the land, and verily thou 
shalt be______.

• fed 
• healthy

• strong

• wise



Question 2  
Psalms 27:14

Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and he shall ______.

• deliver thee from thine   

enemies 

• deliver thee out of all              

thy troubles

• show thee his covenant

• strengthen thine heart



Question 3  
Psalms 32:1

Blessed is he whose 
transgression is forgiven,      
whose sin is ______.

• blotted out

• covered 
• forgiven

• hidden



Question 4  
Psalms 46:1

God is our refuge and strength,   
a very present help in ______.

• all the earth 

• the work of His saints

• times of need

• trouble



Question 5  
Psalms 51:12

Restore unto me the joy               
of thy ______.

• everlasting love

• forgiveness

• loving kindness

• salvation





• 150 Chapters - referred to as Psalms. 
• 2,461 Verses. 
• 43,743 Words. 
• The New Testament quotes 283 scriptural verses 

from the Old Testament. Of these, 116 come from the 
book of Psalms. 

• Joseph Smith revised about two hundred verses in 
the book of Psalms, equating to about 7% being 
changed during translation.

The Book of Psalms



Psalms Metaphors for God

“The book of Psalms provides a rich literary 
and theological source for the study of how 
Israelites viewed Jehovah. Paralleled by 
similar metaphors in other ancient Near 
Eastern texts, the Lord is depicted in 
Psalms as light, a rock, father, king, judge, 
shepherd, and warrior.                 Continued



Psalms Metaphors for God

“In contrast, the Israelites are depicted by 
metaphors such as a tree, a vine, and 
sheep. A classic example of these 
metaphors is Psalm 23:1-2; “The LORD is 
my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh 
me to lie down [like a sheep] in green 
pastures.”            



Psalms actually consists of five books: 
1. Psalms 1-41: Mainly authored by David. 
2. Psalms 42-72: By/for the sons of Korah who were temple 

singers. 
3. Psalms 73-89: By/for the musical leader Asaph. 
4. Psalms 90-106: Mostly anonymous, belonging to period 

preceding captivity. 
5. Psalms 107-150: Used by the returned exiles, including  

various song types which were chanted by Pilgrims going 
to annual feasts in Jerusalem.

The Book of Psalms





Doxology
“Brief formula for expressing praise or glory to 
God. Doxologies generally contain two 
elements, an ascription of praise to God (usually 
referred to in third person) and an expression of 
His infinite nature. The term doxology (word of 
glory) itself is not found in the Bible, but both the 
OT and NT contain many Doxological passages 
using this formula.”



Each “book” ends with a doxology: 
1. Psalms 41:13 
2. Psalms 72:19 
3. Psalms 89:52 
4. Psalms 106:48  
5. Psalms 150 is itself a doxology, using the Hebrew 

Hallelujah, “praise ye the Lord,” at it’s beginning and 
end, as well as the word praise eleven other times.

The Book of Psalms



The Topics 
of Psalms



As we read the Psalms, think about the 
principle or topic that is being discussed.  
• Psalm 19:1 
• Psalm 104:14, 24 
• Psalm 136:3-9 
• Bonus - Hymn 92 
Topic = The Creation

Psalms - Topic 1



As we read the Psalms, think about the 
principle or topic that is being discussed.  
• Psalm 59:16 
• Psalm 78:38 
• Psalm 86:5, 13 
• Bonus - Hymn 70 
Topic = Mercy, Forgiveness and Love

Psalms - Topic 2



As we read the Psalms, think about the 
principle or topic that is being discussed.  
• Psalm 19:7-11 
• Psalm 119:72, 97 
• Psalm 119:104-105 
• Bonus - Hymn 297 
Topic = The Scriptures

Psalms - Topic 3



As we read the Psalms, think about the 
principle or topic that is being discussed.  
• Psalm 5:7 
• Psalm 24:3-4 
• Psalm 27:4 
• Bonus - Hymn 247 
Topic = The Temple

Psalms - Topic 4



OR



Another interesting distinction when reading 
a Psalm is to take the time to decide if: 
• The Psalm is about God (Praise) 

or 
• The Psalm is to God (Prayer) 
• Remember Psalms was an early Hymn 

book used at different occasions.

OR



• Psalm 8:1 
• Psalm 11:1 
• Psalm 12:1 
• Psalm 16:1 

• Psalm 9:1-2 (see also Hymn 86) 
• Psalm 13 (see also Hymn 91)

OR(About God) (To God)



• Turn to our Hymnbook.  
• At the back it lists all the hymn references 

by scripture, look at all of the hymns that 
are based upon Psalms. 

• 76 of our Hymns are based upon Psalms 
scriptures.  

• Does that surprise you?

OR(About God) (To God)



OR(About God) (To God)

List of LDS Hymns with Psalms references.



OR(About God) (To God)

• #86 How Great Thou Art 
• #96 Dearest Children, God is Near You 
• #124 Be Still, My Soul 
• #216 We Are Sowing 
• #301 I Am a Child of God



The First Presidency
“Inspirational music is an essential part of our church 
meetings. The hymns invite the Spirit of the Lord, create 
a feeling of reverence, unify us as members, and provide 
a way for us to offer praises to the Lord. 
“Some of the greatest sermons are preached by the 
singing of hymns. Hymns move us to repentance and 
good works, build testimony and faith, comfort the 
weary, console the mourning, and inspire us to endure to 
the end” (Hymns, ix).



Time to Ponder…..
Q. How does singing hymns bless us? 
Q. How can we make better use of hymn 
singing in our Church meetings and 
homes, ensuring that it is joyful and 
meaningful? 
Q. How can we increase our prayers and 
praises in a meaningful way?



Elder Ronald A. Rasband
“Along with prayer and the scriptures, hymns 
invite the Spirit into our hearts and strengthen 
our testimonies of Jesus Christ and His gospel. 
As parents sing together with their children in 
their homes and in our congregations, the 
doctrines of the gospel will sink deep into their 
hearts and they will have increased power to 
keep on the covenant path...”



Click the following to learn more:

“Give Me Right Word, O Lord”:
The JST Changes in the Psalms

Psalms (LDS Institute Manual)
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Closing thoughts...
Is praise, worship and prayer the same thing?  
Having sung a sacrament hymn today, what went through 
your mind? 
The book of Psalms is often overlooked within our personal 
study. If we take the time to study them, we will draw closer 
to God and feel his presence.  
I love church hymns and music from talented LDS artists. 
Many of my favourite hymns are based upon Psalms, take 
the time to read the scriptures to some of your favourites.



Lesson 26 - Online link 

King Solomon: Man of Wisdom, Man of 
Foolishness 

1 Kings 3; 5-11 

Online link to today’s reverence music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-26-king-solomon-man-of-wisdom-man-of-foolishness?lang=eng
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgmVtPC13K0

