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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 30 
Job 5 to 21

• “Did I say, Bring unto me?” The footnote suggests Bring gifts 
instead (Job 6:22). 

• “He is green before the sun”. Green means moist or thrives. (Job 
8:16). 

• “and hast fenced me with bones and sinews”. Fenced means 
covered or protected (Job 10:11). 

• “Who is he that will plead with me? The footnote changes plead 
to contend (Job 13:19). 

• The “gin shall take him by the heel” is referring to a trap not the 
alcoholic drink (Job 18:9).  

• Next weeks reading: Job 22 to 38.



1 Kings 17-19



“After Jeroboam led the kingdom of Israel into idolatry, he 
and his descendants were destroyed. They were followed 
by another succession of idolatrous kings. Of those rulers, 
Ahab was the king who “did more to provoke the Lord God 
of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before 
him” (1 Kings 16:33). He married Jezebel, adopted her 
practice of Baal worship, and encouraged his people to join 
him in the worship of this false god. The prophet Elijah 
delivered words of warning to Ahab and his kingdom”.



https://youtu.be/gtiuQe9MjdI

Elder Gordon B. Hinckley - October 1971
[00:51]

https://youtu.be/gtiuQe9MjdI


• After the prophet Elijah (meaning My God is Jehovah) met with King 
Ahab, where he prophesied, the Lord then warns Elijah to flee where he 
would be sustained by a brook and ravens (v1-6). 

• W. Cleon Skousen wrote “We do not know [where the brook] might have 
been, but apparently it was an obscure and isolated place where Elijah 
could hide safely without being accidentally discovered by soldiers, 
shepherds or passers-by. It was also a desolate place where no animal 
life existed, therefore Elijah was completely dependent upon the Lord for 
his sustenance” (The Forth Thousand Years, 1966, p336). 

• Note that Ravens are unclean birds (see Leviticus 11:15). 
• After a while Elijah was instructed by the Lord to leave and travel to 

Zarephath where he would be provided for by a widow. Read v7-11.

1 Kings 17 



https://youtu.be/YmZAqJ6rkTY

The Widow’s response to Elijah
[05:01]

https://youtu.be/YmZAqJ6rkTY


Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
“[The widow’s response when Elijah asked her for 
food was an] expression of faith—as great, under 
these circumstances, as any I know in the 
scriptures … Perhaps uncertain what the cost of 
her faith would be …, she first took her small loaf 
to Elijah, obviously trusting that if there were not 
enough bread left over, at least she and her son 
would have died in an act of pure charity”.



• After “many days”, the son falls sick (v15). The widow 
asks Elijah why this had happened and he ministers unto 
the child. Read v18-21. 

• “The widow’s cry (v18) was more a plea for help than 
criticism. In essence she was saying, ‘I thought sheltering 
a prophet would bring blessings and protection; instead, 
tragedy has struck my home’” (LDS Institute Manual). 

• Note the footnote in 21a references the Prophet Elisha’s 
similar action and miraculous healing. Read 2 Kings 4:34.

1 Kings 17 



• In the third year of the famine, the Lord commands 
Elijah to go and show “thyself to Ahab; and I will 
send rain upon the earth” (v1). How did Ahab react 
when he saw Elijah? Read v17.  

• What was the real cause of the famine and what 
was Elijah’s challenge to Ahab? Read v18-20. 

• What do you think it means to “halt between two 
opinions”?

1 Kings 18 



Orson Pratt
“How shall the people know whether God is really the God of Israel or Baal? 
Why, says Elijah, I will tell you how to test it. You gather together all the prophets 
of Baal into one assembly, and let them offer an offering unto their god Baal; and 
I, as a Prophet of the other God, will offer an offering: and if Baal answers by fire, 
then he shall be the true God; but if the God that I, Elijah, worship answers by 
fire, then he shall be the true God. They concluded to put the thing to a test; so 
they assembled the Prophets of Baal (some four hundred and fifty in number), 
into one grand assembly, and they killed a bullock, and laid it upon the altar, and 
commenced crying to Baal, “O Baal, hear us!” They were very earnest and very 
zealous in their cries and petitions to Baal: but no voice—no answer; no fires 
descended from Baal to consume the sacrifice. By-and-by the Prophet Elijah 
began to mock them. 

Continued...



Orson Pratt
“Said he, “Cry aloud, for he is a god: either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he 
is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked:” cry louder! 
But, with all their cries, continued all day long, they could obtain no voice, no 
revelation, no answer, no messenger, no fire. Elijah the Prophet killed a sacrifice 
and built an altar of stones, and laid his sacrifice upon the altar, and told them to 
turn out water in great abundance into the troughs around about the altar; after 
which, Elijah merely offered up a simple petition to the God of heaven, and 
behold, fire fell from heaven and devoured the sacrifice, ...the water itself, and all 
things pertaining to the sacrifice were consumed by the fire that descended from 
heaven. Many of the people were convinced that Baal was not the true God, and 
that the prophets of Baal were false prophets. What was the result? This true 
Prophet said to them, Take those prophets of Baal and slay every one of them: 
so they went to work and killed all the prophets of Baal. 



• Jezebel (Ahab’s wife) became angry with Elijah over his 
victory over the priests of Baal and sought to kill him, so he 
fled into the wilderness (v1-3). 

• After travelling for a day into the wilderness Elijah rested 
under a juniper tree (a desert shrub) and prayed out loud “It 
is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am not 
better than my fathers” (v4). 

• As he slept under the desert shrub, an angel awoke him 
and provided food and water. After Elijah rested again 
(v5-6).

1 Kings 19 



• Why did Elijah feel discouraged? Read v10, 14. 
• How did he gain peace? Read v4, 8. 
• After travelling to Mount Horeb in a spirit of fasting any 

prayer, he rested in a cave where the voice of the Lord 
came to Elijah asking what he was doing there. 

• Elijah responded and received further instructions. Read 
v10 - jealous means provoked to anger. 

• Elijah did as he was instructed, standing upon the mount as 
he felt the affects of the strong wind and an earthquake. 
Read v12.

1 Kings 19 



• Elijah wrapped his face in his mantle (Overcoat or cloak that 
also became a symbol of authority and power) and returned 
to the cave entrance where he hears the voice of the Lord, 
asking what he is doing there. Read v14. 

• This is the same response he gave earlier in verse 10 before 
experiencing the wind, earthquake and fire.  

• The Lord then instructs him further in what he should do 
next. Read v15-16. 

• Elijah willingly departed as he had done many times 
previously in the Lord’s service accomplishing his work (v19).

1 Kings 19 



Elder Boyd K. Packer
“The prophets, as they walk and live among men, are common, 
ordinary men. Men called to apostolic positions are given a people 
to redeem. ... And then, speaking figuratively, it is as though these 
prophets are tapped on the shoulder and reminded [that while] 
you carry such a responsibility to help others with their battles, you 
are not excused from your own challenges of life. ... Some people 
are somehow dissatisfied to find in the leading servants of the 
Lord such ordinary mortals. ... To me, however, it is a great 
testimony that the prophets anciently and the prophets today are 
called out from the ranks of ordinary men”.



Time to Ponder…..(Lesson 28)
Q. Do we still have epic challenges between “the 
priests and Elijah” in our day? Why or why not? 
Q. How can we more fully acknowledge the Lord 
and his power?  
Q. Why do you think God communicates more 
often through the “still small voice” of the Holy 
Ghost than through loud and spectacular 
displays of power? 
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Closing thoughts...
This weeks reading teaches us much about the faith and 
doubt of not only the widow, but also of the Prophet Elijah 
himself. Both had to do the impossible and both were 
sustained by the Lord in miraculous ways in their times of 
need.  
I fervently believe that the experiences you have, not only bless 
and strengthen you, and prepare you for future events but also 
to succour and support others around you. 
We see again that those who accept God’s will regardless of 
being a prophet or a gentile widow are blessed and sustained.



Lesson 29 - Online link 

“He Took Up ... the Mantle of Elijah” 

2 Kings 2; 5-6 

Online link to today’s reverence music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-29-he-took-up-the-mantle-of-elijah?lang=eng
https://youtu.be/1y9RogQ3SsQ

