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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 34 
Psalms 57 to 79

• “Trust not in oppression and become not vain in robbery” 
footnote changes oppression to extortion which makes more 
sense (Psalm 62:10). 

• Foxes are jackals (Psalm 63:10). 
• “suffereth not our feet to be moved” footnote changes be 

moved to ‘slip’ (Psalm 66:9). 
• “judge of the widows” means defender or defense (Psalm 68:5). 
• “pride compassed them about as a chain” is a necklace (Psalm 

73:6) 
• Next weeks reading: Psalms 80 to Psalms 105.



Job 1–2; 13; 19; 27; 42



Curriculum Vitae  
(Résumé)

Published Works

Name: Job
Hebrew - The persecuted one 
Arabic - Repentant one

Age: 140+
(See Job 42:16) 

Location: Uz
(See Job 1:1 - adjacent 
to Midian which is where 
Moses lived) 

Book of Job is found in the Bible. It is written as a biography by an unknown 
author. Although the authors date is not known, clues indicate it to be during 
the Patriarchal period, perhaps prior or during the time of Moses.
Book of Job is the 18th book in the Old Testament, positioned as the first poet 
book. It consists of 42 chapters, 1,070 verses and 10,102 words. The 
placement in the bible is known not to be chronological. 



Published Citations

[Some Christian scholars discredit the Job account as an embellished story, as 
nowhere is it stated that Job was a prophet, although all agree he was the 
patriarch of a successful and wealthy family who feared (worshipped) God.]

Ancient scripture and modern revelation clarify and testify of the experiences I 
have had: Ezekiel 14:14, 20; James 5:11; D&C 121:10. 
Islam and Bahá’u’lláh writings also focus on my experiences.

Personal Qualities 
Job 1:1; 23:10-12 - I worship my God and I live by the teachings of my faith. 
Job 1:3, 21; Job 2:3 - I am a successful entrepreneur with a knowledge that 
my success comes from my charitable work. I am trustworthy and honest. 
Job 4:3-4; 29:12-16 - Through my charitable work, I show compassion by 
helping to strengthen the poor, the disabled and the vulnerable. 
Job 31:29-30 - A strength is that I don’t hold grudges, instead I forgive those 
who try to hurt me rather than curse them or seek revenge.



Personal Experience (Trials)
I was unknowingly part of an experiment between two well known parties. Very 
little is known about how and why the agreement between God and Satan 
(Hebrew word meaning adversary) was made. 



Personal Experience (Trials)
I was unknowingly part of an experiment between two well known parties. Very 
little is known about how and why the agreement between God and Satan 
(Hebrew word meaning adversary) was made. 

Activity: Read Job 1:6-12
Three reading volunteers to read from 
the scriptures their part as: 
Narrator  
Lord 
Satan



Personal Experience (Trials)
I was unknowingly part of an experiment between two well known parties. Very 
little is known about how and why the agreement between God and Satan 
(Hebrew word meaning adversary) was made.  
When negative experiences come upon me, I trust in the Lord which is my 
foundation of spiritual strength. I have personal experience of managing 
multiple tragedies in one day.  
For example, when all my children were eating at  my oldest sons house, 
servants came to my home one at a time informing me that:
Job 1:13-15 - I had lost all my oxen and asses and servants that were working 
the fields were killed. 
Job 1:16 - Fire from the heavens had consumed all my sheep and servants. 
Job 1:17 - My camels had been stolen and my servants murdered. 
Job 1:18-19 - A great wind had destroyed my oldest sons house and killed my 
children. Only the servant had survived to bring me word. 
This brought me much sorrow, but I worshipped God. (Read Job 1:20-22).



My personal experience did not stop there. I was unknowingly part of a second 
experiment between God and Satan. 



My personal experience did not stop there. I was unknowingly part of a second 
experiment between God and Satan. 

Activity: Read Job 2:1-6
Reading volunteers to return and read  
from the scriptures their parts as: 
Narrator  
Lord 
Satan



My personal experience did not stop there. I was unknowingly part of a second 
experiment between God and Satan. 
I was blessed to further experience: 
Job 2:7; 7:5; 16:16 - I had boils from head to toe, and other afflictions of the 
skin which were painful. 
Job 7:4, 13-14 - I struggled with broken sleep and nightmares.  
Job 2:9; 19:13-22 - My dear wife doubted her faith and my integrity because 
of my experiences. When my friends visited me they falsely accused me and 
shunned me thinking I had sinned greatly.   
Job 10:15 - Due to these things happening, I was confused and experienced 
self doubt. 
Job 16:10-11; 30:1, 8-10 - People mocked me due to the change in my 
personal circumstances. 
Job 19:6-8; 23:3-4 [him is God] - I felt at my lowest, that there was no justice, 
no end to the darkness of my suffering and that God had forsaken me. If I 
could have found God then, I would have argued my cause.



Through my experiences I have qualified for God’s blessings: 
Job 42:10 - As I prayed for the sins of my friends, the Lord accepted me, and 
blessed me with double that I had previously lost. 
Job 42:11 - My siblings and friends returned to me bringing a piece of money 
and a gold earring as a gift. They ate with me, they grieved with and comforted 
me. [bemoaned means “lamented, mourned over, showed grief/pity over” - 
Defined King James Bible]. 
Job 42:12 - I was blessed to have 14,000 sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 pairs of 
oxen, 1,000 female donkeys. 
Job 42:13, 15 - I had seven sons and three daughters. My daughters were the 
prettiest in all the land. 
Job 42:16 - I lived for another 140 years after my experiences. I was blessed 
to see four generations of my children. 
I feel so blessed. The Lord has blessed my latter days greatly (Job 42:12).

Personal Qualifications (Blessings)



If Job’s livestock was doubled as a blessing; why wasn’t he 
blessed with double the amount of children? 
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Time to Ponder…..
Q. Why do we often commit sin when we are suffering 
or hurting?  
Q. Are trials always a sign that God is trying to tell us 
something? What have you learnt from your trials?  
Q. How have your trials helped you to qualify for 
blessings you later received? How do you feel now 
about your trials in light of your blessings? 
Q. Why do you think Job praying for his friends was the 
turning point in his story when the Lord blessed him?
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Lobsters: A view on stress and adversity
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Closing thoughts...
Bishop Richard C. Edgley (First Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric) said 
“Adversity can bring us closer to God, with a renewed and enlightened 
appreciation for prayer and the Atonement, which covers pain and suffering in all 
their manifestations.” 
At times, in the depths of our trials, the pain of our sorrows, we feel forgotten, 
we feel punished or hated. Sometimes all we can do is to hope and believe. 
Sometimes our faith flickers as our doubt strengthens. That’s okay. As long as 
you have a little bit more faith than you have doubt, then you are doing well.  
Our trials are temporary, our future is before us, don’t we want our Saviour to 
say “Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a few 
things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord” 
(Matthew 25:21). Our trials won’t last forever, but eternity does. Choose to be 
strong in your moments of weakness. Elder Jeffrey R. Holland said...



Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
“In the gospel of Jesus Christ you have help from 
both sides the veil, and you must never forget 
that. When disappointment and discouragement 
strike—and they will—you remember and never 
forget that if our eyes could be opened we would 
see horses and chariots of fire as far as the eye 
can see riding at reckless speed to come to our 
protection.”
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