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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 42 
Isaiah 41 to Isaiah 65

• “Fear not, thou worm Jacob,” worm means 
‘meek and humble’ (Isaiah 41:14). 

• “jealousy” means ‘zeal, ardor’ (Isaiah 42:13). 
• “law” means ‘teaching, doctrine’ (Isaiah 51:4). 
• “trumpet” is a ‘ram’s horn’ (Isaiah 58:1). 
• “new wine” is ‘grape juice’ (Isaiah 65:8). 
• “troop” and “number” refer to idols (Isaiah 65:11). 
• Next weeks reading: Isaiah 66 to Jeremiah 17.



Isaiah 50–53



Isaiah 53: The Forbidden Chapter
[01:49]
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What does Isaiah prophesy about the atonement of Jesus 
Christ?

“Isaiah 53 presents the most complete prophecy found 
in our Old Testament about the atoning sacrifice of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. In this chapter, Isaiah prophesies that 
Jesus will be ‘wounded for our transgressions, he was 
bruised for our iniquities ... and with his stripes we are 
healed’ (Isaiah 53:5). He foretells that ‘the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all ... for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken’ (Isaiah 53:6, 8). Isaiah knew 
that Christ would be an ‘offering for sin’ (Isaiah 53:10).”



Isaiah 53
What do these verses tell us 
about the life of the Savior?  
Why can he understand our 
sorrows and our grief?     
(See Alma 7:11–13; Hebrews 
2:16–18; 4:15.)  
How have you sensed that 
He understands your sorrows 
and grief?



President Thomas S. Monson

“Yes, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is 
our Exemplar and our strength. He is the 
light that shineth in darkness. He is the 
Good Shepherd. Though engaged in His 
majestic ministry, He embraced the 
opportunity to lift burdens, provide hope, 
mend bodies, and restore life.”



Isaiah 53
Why was the Savior willing to 
suffer the pain of being 
wounded, bruised, and 
scourged? (See 1 Nephi 
19:9.) 



Elder Walter F. González
“We follow Christ because we love Him. When we follow the 
Redeemer out of love, we are following His own example. 
Through love the Savior was obedient to the will of the Father 
under any circumstance. Our Savior was obedient even when it 
meant great physical and emotional pain, even when it meant 
being whipped and mocked, even when it meant that His 
enemies would torture Him while His friends abandoned Him. 
The atoning sacrifice, which is unique to the mission of the 
Savior, is the greatest expression of love ever. “The chastisement 
of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”



Isaiah 53
What qualities of character did 
the Savior display when he was 
oppressed, afflicted, and made 
to bear our iniquities? 
How do we sometimes “turn 
[our] own way” rather than 
submit to Heavenly Father’s will?  
How can the Savior’s example 
help us submit to Heavenly 
Father’s will?

Mosiah 14:6



Elder James E. Talmage
“Christ’s agony in the garden is unfathomable by the 
finite mind, both to intensity and cause ... He struggled 
and groaned under a burden such as no other being 
who has lived on earth might even conceive as 
possible. It was not physical pain, nor mental anguish 
alone, that caused Him to suffer such torture as to 
produce an extrusion of blood from every pore; but a 
spiritual agony of soul such as only God was capable 
of experiencing.”



Isaiah 53
This prophecy was fulfilled when 
Christ was crucified unjustly, 
being placed between two 
thieves (Luke 23:33).

Mosiah 14:6



Elder James E. Talmage
“... few details of the actual crucifixion are given us. We know however 
that our Lord was nailed to the cross by spikes driven through the hands 
and feet, as was the Roman method, and not bound only by cords as 
was the custom in inflicting this form of punishment among some other 
nations. Death by crucifixion was at once the most lingering and most 
painful of all forms of execution. The victim lived in ever increasing torture, 
generally for many hours, sometimes for days. The spikes so cruelly 
driven through hands and feet penetrated and crushed sensitive nerves 
and quivering tendons, yet inflicted no mortal wound. The welcome relief 
of death came through the exhaustion caused by intense and unremitting 
pain, through localized inflammation and congestion of organs incident to 
the strained and unnatural posture of the body.”



Isaiah 53
What did Isaiah mean when he 
said that “it pleased the Lord to 
bruise” the Savior?  
What do we learn from this 
passage about Heavenly 
Father’s love for us? (See also 
John 3:16–17.)



Elder Melvin J. Ballard
“In that hour I think I can see our dear Father behind the veil looking upon these 
dying struggles until even he could not endure it any longer; and, like the 
mother who bids farewell to her dying child, has to be taken out of the room, so 
as not to look upon the last struggles, so he bowed his head, and hid in some 
part of his universe, his great heart almost breaking for the love that he had for 
his Son. Oh, in that moment when he might have saved his Son, I thank him 
and praise him that he did not fail us, for he had not only the love of his Son in 
mind, but he also had love for us. I rejoice that he did not interfere, and that his 
love for us made it possible for him to endure to look upon the sufferings of his 
Son and give him finally to us, our Savior and our Redeemer. Without him, 
without his sacrifice, we would have remained, and we would never have come 
glorified into his presence. And so this is what it cost, in part, for our Father in 
Heaven to give the gift of his Son unto men.”



Isaiah 53
The Book of Mormon prophet 
Abinadi gave a powerful 
commentary on these verses 
when he was speaking to the 
wicked priests of King Noah 
(Mosiah 15:10–13).  
According to Abinadi, who will 
be the seed of the Savior? (See 
also Mosiah 5:7–8.)



President Joseph Fielding Smith
“Then Jesus Christ came upon the scene as the Mediator between 
man and God, and the Advocate for man with the Father. He 
pleads our cause. As our Mediator, through his ministry, he labors 
to reconcile us, to bring us into agreement with God his Father. An 
advocate is one who defends or pleads for or in behalf of another. 
A mediator is one who reconciles or brings about agreement 
between parties. That is part of his great mission. He stands 
between the Father and man. When he was upon earth, he prayed 
frequently for his disciples, pleading with his Father in their behalf, 
and he has been pleading ever since, and he stands between us 
and God our Father.”



Isaiah 53
At the end of a battle, the leader 
of the victorious army divides the 
fruits of victory among his 
followers. What are the fruits of 
Christ’s victory over sin and 
death that he is willing to share 
with us? (See Romans 8:16–17; 
2 Timothy 4:7–8.)

Mosiah 14:12



As the literal and faithful Son of God, Jesus inherits all that the 
Father has to give (see John 16:15). If we accept the Atonement of 
Christ and live worthy lives, we may become “joint-heirs” with Christ 
(Romans 8:17). Elder McConkie defined the term joint heir as 
follows: 
“A joint-heir is one who inherits equally with all other heirs including 
the Chief Heir who is the Son. Each joint-heir has an equal and an 
undivided portion of the whole of everything. If one knows all things, 
so do all others. If one has all power, so do all those who inherit 
jointly with him. If the universe belongs to one, so it does equally to 
the total of all upon whom the joint inheritances are bestowed.”



Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us

Isaiah 51:3

“Jehovah is comforting Zion, 
bringing solace to all her ruins”



Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us



Isaiah 51:6

“My salvation shall be everlasting; 
my righteousness shall never fail”

Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us



Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us



Isaiah 52:13

“My servant being astute, shall be highly exalted; 
he shall become exceedingly eminent”

Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us



Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us



Isaiah 52:14

“His appearance was marred beyond human likeness, 
his semblance unlike that of men”

Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us



Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us



Closing thoughts...
Many people love and quote Isaiah 53 because of its moving testimony of the 
mission of Jesus Christ. This chapter contains Isaiah’s prophecy of a Messiah 
who would save His people, not by the sword and war, but through humble 
suffering. As you study Isaiah 53 carefully you will become sensitive to what 
Isaiah was trying to help us feel and understand about the Messiah. 
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