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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 44 
Jeremiah 18 to Jeremiah 33

• “the ancients” are ‘elders’ (Jeremiah 19:1). 
• “gracious” means ‘pitied’ (Jeremiah 22:23). 
• Note chapter 26 has several JST changes. 
• “villany” are ‘vile deeds’ (Jeremiah 29:23). 
• “execute judgement” means ‘do 

justice’ (Jeremiah 33:15). 
• Next weeks reading: Jeremiah 34 to Jeremiah 

50.



Isaiah 54–56; 63–65



Why do tents need stakes (pegs)?



What would happen if the stakes are removed?



What does the tent mentioned in Isaiah 54:2 represent?



What do the tent stakes represent?



President Ezra Taft Benson
“The term stake is a symbolic expression. Picture in your 
mind a great tent held up by cords extended to many 
stakes that are firmly secured in the ground.The prophets 
likened latter-day Zion to a great tent encompassing the 
earth. That tent was supported by cords fastened to 
stakes. Those stakes, of course, are various geographical 
organizations spread out over the earth. Presently, Israel 
is being gathered to the various stakes of Zion”



Latter-day Saint Stakes
The first stakes of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints were organized in Kirtland, Ohio, and in Clay 
County, Missouri, in 1834. As the Church grew, more 
stakes were added as commanded by the Lord (D&C 
101:20–21). Today there are hundreds of stakes located 
throughout the world. 
How many stakes are there in the United Kingdom? 
How many stakes are there worldwide?

45
3,341



Isaiah 54
What do you think the 
phrase means?  
Look at verse three for a 
further explanation.
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   The Lord wants Church 
 members to share the 

gospel with many people so 
it can cover the earth. Isaiah 
prophesied that in the latter 

days, the Church would grow 
rapidly and many people 

throughout the world would 
be converted to the truth.



Isaiah 54
What do you think the 
phrase means?  
Look at verse three for a 
further explanation. 
What other counsel is 
given in verse two 
regarding the tent or 
Church?Serve as full time missionaries; 

share the gospel with others. Strengthen our local stakes.



Isaiah 54
What do you think the 
phrase means?  
Look at verse three for a 
further explanation. 
What other counsel is 
given in verse two 
regarding the tent or 
Church?Serve as full time missionaries; 

share the gospel with others. Strengthen our local stakes.

How do church  
stakes bless 
our lives? 
Read Doctrine 
and Covenants 
115:5-6



Bishop Merrill J. Bateman

“The tent ... represents the gospel of 
Christ. He states that in the last days the 
cords of the tent would be stretched 
across the earth and stakes would be 
planted in every land. We ... are seeing 
this fulfilled today.”



Strengthen the Stakes of Zion
[05:03]
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“In verse 2, Isaiah indicates that Israel will grow so rapidly that 
her habitation must be enlarged to accommodate all the new 
people. He compares her growth to a tent that, if one wishes 
to make it larger, must have its stakes moved to a further 
distance from the center pole. It is from Isaiah that Latter-day 
Saints derive the word stake, their basic unit of ecclesiastical 
organization and territorial division. Each stake of the tent (the 
Church or Zion) must be strong and independent enough to 
provide stability to the tent as it stretches to cover the whole 
earth.”



Time to Ponder…..

Q. Why is the image of the tent with its 
ropes and stakes, so important to us? 
Q. What can we do to strengthen the 
stake in which we live? 
Q. How are the stakes of Zion places 
of defence and refuge for us?



Isaiah testifies of Christ to Jerusalem and to us
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Closing thoughts...
As we strengthen the stakes of Zion and share the gospel with the world, the riches 
of eternity await us. We can look forward to the Second Coming of the Savior and 
the peace and joy that will exist during the Millennium. The prophecies of Isaiah 
encourage us to remember that it is a privilege to serve the Lord and that he blesses 
his disciples. 
Our time studying Isaiah in Sunday School (and the 52 week Old Testament 
challenge) has come to an end. How have you read or studied it differently? What 
have you learnt from the words of Isaiah? How has his prophecy of Christ and the 
last days strengthened your testimony? 
Hugh B. Brown said “Sometimes we, as individuals, feel weak and helpless in the 
face of all this and wonder what we might do to help. May I call your attention to the 
fact that ... the home, which is the very bulwark of our strength and solidarity, right 
there the enemy is making inroads which truly are frightening.” Our stakes are only 
as strong as our homes.
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