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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 45 
Jeremiah 34 to Jeremiah 50

• “polluted” means ‘profaned’ (Jeremiah 34:16). 
• “old cast clouts” are ‘worn-out 

clothes’ (Jeremiah 38:11). 
• “trumpet” is a ‘shofar or alarm’ (Jeremiah 

42:14). 
• “her daughters” are ‘villages’ (Jeremiah 49:2). 
• “dragons” are ‘jackals’ (Jeremiah 49:33). 
• Next weeks reading: Jeremiah 51 to Ezekiel 9.



Jeremiah 1–2; 15; 20; 26; 36–38



Jeremiah 1
Q. What phrases does the Lord 
use in verse 18 to describe 
Jeremiah?  
Q. What do these phrases 
suggest about the kind of person 
Jeremiah was?  
Q. How would you feel if these 
words were used to describe you 
as you set out to fulfill a calling or 
assignment from the Lord?



Kings, princes, priests, and all the people of the land opposed Jeremiah in 
his mission, but he valiantly did as the Lord commanded. ... Jeremiah was 
an “iron pillar” who had great strength in times of adversity and did not bend 
or break. 

Jeremiah ministered during the reigns of five kings, from Josiah to Zedekiah 
(626 to 586 B.C.). With Josiah, he tried to turn the people from idolatry and 
immorality. But the kings after Josiah ruled in wickedness, and the people 
were in total apostasy. Jeremiah’s mission was to raise a voice of warning to 
these people, and his denunciations of their wickedness are among the 
strongest in all scripture. His was one of the last voices of warning before 
Judah was conquered by the Babylonians.



Jeremiah’s life was full of sorrow, but his response to trial can teach and 
inspire us. He was beaten and imprisoned for prophesying against the 
kingdom of Judah. His life was constantly threatened. But through all the 
adversity and opposition, Jeremiah was like an “iron pillar” (Jeremiah 1:18). 
The book of Jeremiah provides a personal, faith-promoting record of the 
prophet’s response to his life’s sorrow and frustration.



Jeremiah 1
Q. What does Jeremiah’s call 
teach us about the doctrine of 
foreordination? 

Q. How do you think it helped 
Jeremiah to know that in the 
premortal existence he had been 
foreordained to be a prophet?



Joseph Smith
“Every man who has a calling to minister to the inhabitants of the 
world was ordained to that very purpose in the Grand Council of 
heaven before this world was”



What is foreordination?
“In the premortal spirit world, God appointed certain spirits to fulfil specific 
missions during their mortal lives. This is called foreordination. 
Foreordination does not guarantee that individuals will receive certain 
callings or responsibilities. Such opportunities come in this life as a result of 
the righteous exercise of agency, just as foreordination came as a result of 
righteousness in the premortal existence. ... 
The doctrine of foreordination applies to all members of the church, not just 
to the Saviour and His prophets. Before the creation of the earth, faithful 
women were given certain responsibilities and faithful men were 
foreordained to certain priesthood duties. Although you do not remember 
that time, you surely agreed to fulfil significant tasks in the service of your 
Father.”



Jeremiah 1
Q. How did Jeremiah respond to his 
calling as a prophet? 

Q. What did the Lord do when 
Jeremiah felt inadequate to fulfill his 
calling? 

Q. How have you been reassured by 
the Lord when you have felt 
inadequate?



In four groups: Read your assigned scripture reference and 
answer the questions about the opposition Jeremiah faced.

Group 1: Jeremiah 20:1-6 
Who was displeased with Jeremiah’s 
prophesy? What was his role? 
What happened to Jeremiah as a 
consequence? 
What was Jeremiah’s prophecy?

Group 3: Jeremiah 36:1-6, 20-32 
What happened to Jeremiah’s words? 
What was Jeremiah commanded to 
do next?

Group 2: Jeremiah 26:7-15 
Which groups of people opposed his 
message? 
How did Jeremiah respond? 
Note that Jeremiah was from the city 
Anathoth.

Group 4: Jeremiah 37:12–15; 38:4–13. 
Why did Jeremiah end up in prison? 
Where did he end up next?  
What happened to him there?  
What did King Zedekiah, do next?



Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
“So speak unto them [Jeremiah] did, but initially not with much success. Things 
went from bad to worse until finally he was imprisoned and made a laughing 
stock among the people. Angry that he had been so mistreated and maligned, 
Jeremiah vowed, in effect, never to teach another lesson, whether that be to an 
investigator, Primary child, new convert, or—heaven forbid—the 15-year-olds. 
“I will not make mention of [the Lord], nor speak any more in his name,” the 
discouraged prophet said. But then came the turning point of Jeremiah’s life. 
Something had been happening with every testimony he had borne, every 
scripture he had read, every truth he had taught. Something had been 
happening that he hadn’t counted on. Even as he vowed to close his mouth 
and walk away from the Lord’s work, he found that he could not. Why? 
Because “his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, 
and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not stay.”



How does Jeremiah respond to opposition?
Read Jeremiah 26:12-15 

Read Jeremiah 15:16

Read Jeremiah 20:9



Time to Ponder…..
Q. How has the way you have responded to doubt or 
opposition in your life changed the way you serve? 
Q. How can we “eat” the words of the Lord as 
Jeremiah did? Why is it essential that we allow the 
Lord to strengthen us physically and spiritually as we 
serve? 
Q. What can we learn from Jeremiah to help us when 
we experience adversity or doubt?





Closing thoughts...
Doctrine and Covenants 1:38 “What I the Lord have spoken, I have spoken, and I 
excuse not myself; and though the heavens and the earth pass away, my word shall 
not pass away, but shall all be fulfilled, whether by mine own voice or by the voice of 
my servants, it is all the same.” 
Jeremiah’s trials were many, and even though he was discouraged at times, he kept 
heeding the Lord’s call to warn the people. Even when the king ripped up his 
prophesies and threw it into the fire, Jeremiah sat right down and did it all over again. 
We can take an example from him and be as an iron pillar as the Lord promised him 
he would be. 
We too may feel inadequate when we are called to serve in the church. We may feel 
the opposition from Satan against us. We may decide enough is enough, we can’t 
go on anymore having given our all. The following counsel from President Eyring is 
for us all as we serve together in Christ’s true church and battle through the adversity 
of mortal life ...



Rise to Your Call
[01:57]
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