
The Shepherds of Israel Old Testament Lesson 43:

Ezekiel 18; 34; 37



To download the this lesson in 
PDF format click the logo on the 
left or the link below. 


View or download lesson videos. 


Look at previous lessons and 
firesides. 


Regular blog posts.


Comment and subscribe via the 
website. 

Click the logo above or visit www.brotherbrock.wordpress.com 

https://cutit.org/OT-2018-43
http://www.brotherbrock.wordpress.com


Our Patreon 
Supporters

Susan Brewis
Your name here

www.patreon.com/BrotherBrock

Show your appreciation and support  
Brother Brock’s lessons and blog by donating. 
As a thank you, your name will appear below:

https://www.patreon.com/BrotherBrock
https://www.patreon.com/BrotherBrock


Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 47 
Ezekiel 10 to Ezekiel 23

• “carefulness” means ‘apprehension or 
anxiety’ (Ezekiel 12:18). 

• “daubing” is ‘plaster’ (Ezekiel 13:12). 
• “I the Lord have not deceived” is the JST  (Ezekiel 

14:9). 
• A sword that is “furbished” is ‘polished’ (Ezekiel 

21:9). 
• Note the two JST changes in Ezekiel 23. 
• Next weeks reading: Ezekiel 24 to 39.



Ezekiel 18; 34; 37



How is a shepherd 
different from a 
sheepherder?



“A Call to ... Feed My Sheep”
[01:51]
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The differences: a shepherd and a sheepherder

Q. Where does the shepherd walk in relation to the 
sheep?  
Q. Where does the sheepherder walk? 
Q. How is the relationship with each of the sheep different 
between a sheepherder compared to a shepherd? 
Q. How does the sheepherder respond to danger 
compared to a shepherd? 
Part of this lesson discusses our responsibilities as 
spiritual shepherds.



In 597 B.C., King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon carried into captivity many people 
from the kingdom of Judah. Among these captives was Ezekiel, whom the Lord 
called as a prophet five years later. In 587 B.C. the Babylonians destroyed 
Jerusalem and took many more captives. Ezekiel ministered to his exiled people 
until 570 B.C. 

Ezekiel’s writings include stern rebukes and glorious promises that apply not only 
to the ancient kingdom of Judah but to all Israel, including Church members 
today. Although Jerusalem had been destroyed, Ezekiel foresaw a day when 
Israel would be gathered and restored. This event is symbolized in his vision of 
the valley of dry bones and in his prophecy about the sticks of Judah and 
Joseph.



Ezekiel 34:1–4

The Shepherds Rebuke
Q. How do these verses describe the 
shepherds—or leaders—that Israel 
had? 

Q. Who are the sheep being 
discussed? How does the Lord feel 
about their treatment? 

Q. Are the shepherds actions sinful?



Ezekiel 34:5–6

The Sheep Scatter Due To Neglect
Q. Have you ever been left to wander 
or felt that no one was seeking after 
you? 

Q. How do you feel about our church 
leaders and their role as a shepherd? 

Q. Do you consider yourself a 
shepherd? Why?



Q. The Lord is the 
ultimate good 
shepherd; what 
counsel and 
direction does he 
give to His 
Shepherds?

Ezekiel 34:11–16

What True Shepherds do for their Sheep

Q. How do all of these verbs reflect the Saviour’s earthly ministry?



Elder Bruce R. McConkie

“Anyone serving in any capacity in the 
Church in which he is responsible for the 
spiritual or temporal well-being of any of 
the Lord’s children is a shepherd to those 
sheep. The Lord holds his shepherds 
accountable for the safety (salvation) of his 
sheep”



A Good Shepherd Always Tries
[03:32]
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Bible Dictionary: Sheep
Q. What strikes you about the 
last sentence? 
Q. How can we help gather 
those who have strayed?  
Q. How can we feed and 
strengthen the Lord’s flocks?  
Q. How have you been blessed 
by true shepherds who have 
done these things?



Do sheep only listen to their shepherd?
[02:00]
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President Thomas S. Monson
“... the task is ours. Let us remember and never forget, 
however, that such an undertaking is not insurmountable. 
Miracles are everywhere to be seen when ... callings are 
magnified. When faith replaces doubt, when selfless service 
eliminates selfish striving, the power of God brings to pass 
His purposes. We are on the Lord’s errand. We are entitled to 
the Lord’s help. But we must try. From the play Shenandoah 
comes the spoken line which inspires: “If we don’t try, then 
we don’t do; and if we don’t do, then why are we here?” Let 
us, one and all, be doers of the word and not hearers only.”



Closing thoughts...
People have been herding sheep for thousands of years; usually walking out in front of 
them, showing them the way and leading by example. But over the last couple of hundred 
years people have adopted a new technique of standing behind the sheep to chase them 
where you want them to go and scare them in anyway possible to make them do what 
you want them to do. Is that really an effective way? Is that the way the Saviour taught? 
Sheep herding can apply to many different areas of our lives, our family, our children, our 
work colleagues or employees, our church callings; and we can probably find some areas 
where sheepherding fits. Are you walking at the front or leading by example? Are you 
showing them the way and teaching the, the right things to do? Or are you standing 
behind them, scaring them, chasing them around, clapping your hands. Do you say “do 
as I say not do as I do”? Are you a sheepherder or a shepherd?  
The reverence music at the beginning today played part of my favourite Hymn, “Brightly 
Beams Our Father’s Mercy”, Christ is the Lighthouse we are the lower lights. We can 
rescue our struggling seamen, as they are our brothers and sisters around us...



Keep the lower lights burning...
[02:56]
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Lesson 44 - Online link 

“Every Thing Shall Live Whither the River 
Cometh” 

Ezekiel 43–44; 47 
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