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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 51 
Joel 2 to Habakkuk 1

• “excellency” is ‘pride’ (Amos 6:8). 
• “prevent” means ‘confront’ (Amos 9:10). 
• “averse from war” means ‘returning from 

war’  (Micah 2:8). 
• “bruit” is a ‘report’ (Nahum 3:19). 
• “is slacked” means ‘grows cold’ (Habakkuk 

1:4). 
• Next weeks reading: Habakkuk 2 to Malachi 4.



Ezra 1–8



Nehemiah 1–2; 4; 6; 8



Randal S. Chase
“Ezra appears before such books as Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel and yet falls in later chronological order. 
This is because the Jews determined the position 
of each book by whether it was a historical or a 
prophetic book. Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther are 
actually the last historical books of the Old 
Testament. ... The book of Ezra continues the 
narrative of 2 Chronicles.”



Elder Dallin H. Oaks
“We may ... find that a specific verse of scripture that 
was spoken for quite a different purpose in an entirely 
different age will, under the interpretive influence of the 
Holy Ghost, give us a very personal message adapted 
to our personal needs today. 
... If we seek to liken the scriptures to our own 
circumstances, ‘that it might be for our profit and 
learning’ (1 Nephi 19:23), a loving Father in heaven can 
use them to bless us in highly individual ways”



Q. Have you ever been reading the scriptures and felt 
that a particular passage spoke directly to you? 
Q. How have the scriptures helped provide direction 
specifically for your life? 

The events discussed in this lesson were set in motion 
by a man who found that a passage of scripture written 
150 years before his birth spoke to him personally—in 
fact, it mentioned him by name.



A Prophecy Fulfilled
Isaiah 44:28

Isaiah 45:1



“… although the story of Cyrus comes before the book 
of Isaiah in the Old Testament, Isaiah lived about 150 
years before Cyrus was born. The ancient Jewish 
historian Flavius Josephus reported that Cyrus read his 
name in Isaiah’s prophecies, was touched by the Spirit of 
the Lord, and desired to fulfill what was written.” 
Q. Why did Cyrus decree that a temple should be built 
again in Jerusalem? (Read Ezra 1:1–2.)  
Q. How did Cyrus know the Lord wanted him to do this?



How would you feel if you were reading the scriptures 
and read a prophecy that gave your name and 
described specific things you would do?



Return to Jerusalem (Part 1)
[00:56]
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Book of Ezra 
• In the second year, the Jews begin to build the temple (Ezra 

3:8-13).  
• The Samaritans (the descendants of those left behind when 

Israel and Judah were carried into captivity) offer to help 
build the temple. Because the Jews reject this offer, the 
Samaritans cause the temple work to cease (See Ezra 4). 

• Haggai and Zechariah persuade the Jews to commence 
building the temple again (Ezra 5:1-2). The temple is 
completed following an edict from King Darius of Persia 
(Ezra 5:3-15).



Why was work on the second temple interrupted?

“Interruption of construction on the second temple 
lasted about fifteen years. Blame for stopping 
construction lies with the Samaritans and with the 
prejudicial Jews. The Samaritans offered to assist in 
building Solomon’s temple. Their offer was rejected, 
for the Jews did not want help from anyone of mixed 
descent. Angered by the rebuff, Samaritans impaired 
construction efforts on the temple again and again.”



Return to Jerusalem (Part 2)
[01:17]
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President Dieter F. Uchtdorf
“Nehemiah of the Old Testament is a great example of staying focused and 
committed to an important task. Nehemiah was an Israelite who lived in 
exile in Babylon and served as cupbearer to the king. One day the king 
asked Nehemiah why he seemed so sad. Nehemiah replied, “Why should 
not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my 
fathers’ [graves], lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with 
fire?” 
“When the king heard this, his heart was softened, and he gave Nehemiah 
the authority to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the city. However, not 
everyone was happy with this plan. In fact, several rulers who lived near 
Jerusalem grieved exceedingly “that there was come a man to seek the 
welfare of the children of Israel.” 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Continued



President Dieter F. Uchtdorf
“Fearless, Nehemiah did not allow the opposition to distract him. Instead, 
he organized his resources and manpower and moved forward rebuilding 
the city, “for the people had a mind to work.” 
“But as the walls of the city began to rise, opposition intensified. 
Nehemiah’s enemies threatened, conspired, and ridiculed. Their threats 
were very real, and they grew so intimidating that Nehemiah confessed, 
“They all made us afraid.” In spite of the danger and the ever-present threat 
of invasion, the work progressed. It was a time of stress, for every builder 
“had his sword girded by his side, and so builded.” 
As the work continued, Nehemiah’s enemies became more desperate. 
Four times they entreated him to leave the safety of the city and meet with 
them under the pretense of resolving the conflict, 	 	 	 	 	 	 Continued



President Dieter F. Uchtdorf
but Nehemiah knew that their intent was to do him harm. Each time they 
approached him, he responded with the same answer: “I am doing a great 
work, so that I cannot come down.” 
“What a remarkable response! With that clear and unchanging purpose of 
heart and mind, with that great resolve, the walls of Jerusalem rose until 
they were rebuilt in an astonishing 52 days.” 
“Nehemiah refused to allow distractions to prevent him from doing what 
the Lord wanted him to do.” 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	



Time to Ponder…..
Q. How have you, your family, or others you know 
been blessed by fasting?   
Q. What can we learn from Nehemiah that can guide 
us when we are troubled by the suffering of others?  
Q. How have the testimonies and spiritual 
experiences of others inspired you? 
How do some people try to distract Church 
members from the Lord’s work today?



Closing thoughts...
“Nehemiah’s energy, ability, unselfish patriotism, and personal integrity brought 
a new, exuberant Judah into existence once again. The restoration of 
Jerusalem, which had lain in ruins for a century and a half, was begun. Ezra, a 
righteous, dedicated priest, joined Nehemiah in this work, and together they 
succeeded in restoring a Jewish community in Jerusalem once again” (Old 
Testament Student Manual: 1 Kings–Malachi [1982], 314). 
Just as the Jews had the responsibility to rebuild Jerusalem, Latter-day Saints 
have the responsibility to build Zion throughout the world. To help us do this, 
we need to follow the teachings in the scriptures and participate in temple 
work. 
Some people will try to stop the work of the Lord. We should show Christlike 
love to them but not allow them to distract us from our efforts to build the 
kingdom of God.



Lesson 48 - Online link 

“The Great and Dreadful Day of the Lord” 

Zechariah 10–14; Malachi 

Online link to today’s first slide picture 

Online link to today’s reverence music source

Next weeks reading assignment

https://www.lds.org/manual/old-testament-class-member-study-guide/lesson-48-the-great-and-dreadful-day-of-the-lord?lang=eng
https://goo.gl/images/egPRDJ
https://youtu.be/z_jlSd1ZVtw

