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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 52 
Habakkuk 2 to Malachi 4

• “booties” means to ‘plunder, spoil’ (Habakkuk 
2:7). 

• “stumblingblocks” are ‘idols’ (Zephaniah 1:3). 
• “pressfat” is a ‘winevat’  (Haggai 2:16). 
• “repented not” means ‘relented’ (Zechariah 8:14). 

• Congratulations to those that have completed 
the challenge!



Zechariah 10–14



Malachi



Second Coming 

last days 

signs of the times

What feelings do you have when you hear words like:



President Ezra Taft Benson
“We must put God in the forefront of everything else in our lives. He must 
come first ... When we put God first, all other things fall into their proper 
place or drop out of our lives. Our love of the Lord will govern the claims 
for our affection, the demands on our time, the interests we pursue, and 
the order of our priorities... When Joseph was in Egypt, what came first in 
his life—God, his job, or Potiphar’s wife? Joseph was put in prison 
because he put God first. If we were faced with a similar choice, where 
would we place our first loyalty? When Joseph was forced to choose, he 
was more anxious to please God than to please his employer’s wife. 
When we are required to choose, are we more anxious to please God 
than our boss, our teacher, our neighbor, or our date?”



“[The Savior’s] 
coming will be both 
glorious and 
terrible, depending 
on the spiritual 
condition of those 
who remain”

President Ezra Taft 
Benson



Which part of this picture are you drawn to? Why?  
What feelings do you have when you see this picture?



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Fulfilled prophecies

Malachi 3:1

Malachi prophesied that a messenger 
would prepare the way for the coming of 
the Lord. 
Q. Who prepared the way for Christ’s 
mortal ministry? 
Q. Who prepared the way for Christ’s 
Second Coming?



Bishop LeGrand Richards 
(Presiding Bishop of the Church)

“To me, one of the greatest accomplishments in the Church is the marvelous 
faith of the Saints as evidenced in the payment of their tithes and their offerings. 
Sometimes we look upon this as merely a temporal matter but it is a marvelous 
gauge of faith. In the third chapter of Malachi, the prophet indicates that the 
Lord would send his messenger to prepare the way for his coming and there is 
a very peculiar thing: that entire chapter, relating to the preparation of his 
coming, deals with the calling back of Israel to the remembrance of the Lord in 
their tithes and their offerings indicating that the whole house of Israel had 
departed from him in this great commandment. So far as I know, there was no 
religious body in the world observing the law of tithing when that great law was 
revealed again to the Prophet Joseph Smith. In my position I am privileged to 
know of the faith of the Saints in the payment of their tithes and their offerings, 
and the great increase evidencing their faith is a marvelous thing to me.”



Malachi 4:5-6

Q. How was this prophecy fulfilled? 
Q. What was restored in the last days? 
Q. How does this help us in the last days? 
Q. Why is it helpful to know that some of the prophecies 
of the Second Coming have already been fulfilled?

Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Fulfilled prophecies



Elder Mark E. Petersen
“This is a passage of scripture which has greatly puzzled the Bible scholars. 
They cannot tell what it means. Many have guessed and speculated, but none 
have really known. 
What does this scripture mean? Why was Elijah to come back to earth? 
Obviously there was some family relationship involved, since he was to turn the 
hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their 
fathers. What could it mean? 
The significance of that scripture was not made known until after the first angel 
had restored the gospel. In fact, it was the restored gospel that opened our 
minds to the purpose of Elijah’s coming. 
Its great meaning was that salvation may come to all who have lived on the 
earth, even the dead as far back as the days of Adam, if they will only believe in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Both the living and the dead may be saved.”



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Yet to be fulfilled prophecies

Zechariah 10:6–8 Q. What does the phrase 
mean? 
(The Gathering) 
Q. What is meant by this 
phrase? 
(The Lord will call his people 
as part of the Gathering.) 
Q. How can we help with the 
gathering in the last days?



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Yet to be fulfilled prophecies

Zechariah 12:2–3; 8–9 A great war will be fought in and 
around Jerusalem, but the Lord will 
intervene and save the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem from destruction.  
Q. How can we apply this to us in 
the last days?  
(We should trust God to defend his 
people during the difficulties of the 
last days.)



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Yet to be fulfilled prophecies

Zechariah 14:8 Living waters need to flow from the 
temple in Jerusalem and heal the 
Dead Sea and the Judean 
wilderness (see also Ezekiel 47:1, 
8–9).  
Q. How does the Temple have living 
waters that flow and heal us? 



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Prophecies that will be fulfilled when the Saviour comes

Zechariah 14:3-4 The Savior will stand on the Mount 
of Olives, and the mount will be 
divided in half (see also D&C 
45:48).



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Prophecies that will be fulfilled when the Saviour comes

Zechariah 12:10; 13:6 The Jewish people living at the time 
of Jerusalem’s deliverance will see 
Jesus Christ and will mourn 
because they as a people have 
rejected him as the Messiah (see 
also D&C 45:51–53).



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Prophecies that will be fulfilled when the Saviour comes

Zechariah 13:2 False idols, unclean spirits, and 
false prophets will be destroyed.



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Prophecies that will be fulfilled when the Saviour comes

Zechariah 14:5 The righteous who are alive on the 
earth will be caught up to meet the 
Savior. The righteous who have 
died will be resurrected and will 
also be caught up to meet him (see 
also D&C 88:96–98).



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Prophecies that will be fulfilled when the Saviour comes

Zechariah 14:9 The Lord will be king over all the 
earth and will rule during the 
Millennium.



Zechariah and Malachi ‘last days’ prophecies: 
Prophecies that will be fulfilled when the Saviour comes

Malachi 4:1–3 The wicked will be destroyed, and 
the righteous will be spared (see 
also 1 Nephi 22:15–17, 19).



When will the Second Coming occur?
D&C 39:20-21

D&C 49:7



Elder Richard L. Evans 
(Of the First Council of the Seventy)

“Some of the brethren ... approached [President Wilford Woodruff] 
and ... inquired of him as to when he felt the end would be—when 
would be the coming of the Master? These, I think, are not his exact 
words, but they convey the spirit of his reported reply: ‘I would live 
as if it were to be tomorrow—but I am still planting cherry trees!’ I 
think we may well take this as a page for our own book and live as if 
the end might be tomorrow—and still plant cherry trees! In worrying 
about things that are beyond our reach, we should not overlook our 
opportunities with our own families and friends; in worrying about 
possible eventualities we should not neglect the things that need to 
be done here and now, and that are within our reach”



Time to Ponder…..
Q. How can we maintain hope when we hear 
and witness prophecies of tragedies, disasters or 
wickedness?  
Q. How does it help you to know that 
righteousness will eventually triumph over 
wickedness? 
Q. Why are signs (prophesies) an important part 
of this dispensation? 
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