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Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 48 
Ezekiel 24 to Ezekiel 39

• “scum” is ‘refuse or filth’ (Ezekiel 24:6). 
• “buckler” is a ‘shield’ (Ezekiel 26:8). 
• “opening of the mouth” is a Hebrew idiom 

meaning  ‘authority to speak’  (Ezekiel 29:21). 
• The “whale” is a ‘monster’ (Ezekiel 32:2). 
• Note wooden writing tablets were in common 

use in Babylon in Ezekiel’s day (Ezekiel 37:16). 
• Next weeks reading: Ezekiel 40 to Daniel 5.



Ezekiel 43–44; 47



The temple is a place of ...



What is happening here?

During the dedication of the Conference Centre on Sunday      
1 October 2000, President Hinckley lead the Hosanna Shout.



The Hosanna Shout Explained
[00:48]
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“The Hosanna Shout is whole-
souled, given to the full limit of one’s 
strength. The congregation stands 
and in unison shouts the words 
‘Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna to 
God and the Lamb. Amen, Amen, 
and Amen,’ repeating them three 
times. This is usually accompanied 
by the rhythmic waving of white 
handkerchiefs with uplifted hands. 
The epithet ‘Lamb’ relates to the 
condescension and atonement of 
Jesus Christ”

“Hosanna is a Hebrew or Aramaic 
word that is best translated as a 
prayer: ‘Save now’ or ‘Save, we 
beseech Thee”



President Lorenzo Snow
During the capstone ceremony for the Salt Lake Temple, President 
Snow said: “The words of the shout, Hosanna! [are] to be uttered upon, 
or after, the laying of the capstone to-day, were introduced by President 
Joseph Smith at the Kirtland Temple, and were there used at a solemn 
assemblage where the power of God was manifested and the vision of 
the Almighty was opened up to the brethren. This is no ordinary order, 
but is—and we wish it to be distinctly understood—a sacred shout, and 
employed only on extraordinary occasions like the one now before us. 
We wish it also to be distinctly understood that we want the brethren 
and sisters not only to express the words, but that their hearts shall be 
full of thanksgiving to the God of heaven, who has accomplished, 
through our agency, this mighty and extraordinary labor.”



To “mark well the entering in of the house” means to pay attention 
to who or what enters the house.  
Q. How do priesthood leaders fulfil a similar responsibility for 
temples today?

Ezekiel 44



Q. Who is the Lord condemning 
and why?

Ezekiel 44



Ezekiel 44
Q. Who is not permitted to enter 
His temple? 
The word stranger in verse 9 refers 
to non-Israelites who had not 
made covenants to follow the 
Lord.  
The phrase “uncircumcised in 
heart” in this verse similarly refers 
to unworthy individuals from 
outside the covenant.



President Howard W. Hunter
“To qualify for the blessings of the temple, each of us 
must ensure that our lives are in harmony with the 
teachings of the Church. Before going to the temple, 
you are interviewed by your bishop. In that interview you 
certify to him that you meet a standard of conduct 
relating to the holy temple. We want you to decide 
today that you will always maintain this standard and be 
worthy of the privilege of going to the house of the Lord”



Ezekiel 47
Read verses 1, 6-12. 
Q. What did Ezekiel see coming from the east doors of 
the temple in Jerusalem? (v1.) 
Q. Where did the water go? (v8.)



The Judean wilderness and the 
Dead Sea are east of Jerusalem.

The Judean wilderness is a 
barren desert, and the Dead 
Sea is too salty to sustain animal 
life.



Ezekiel 47
Read verses 1, 6-12. 
Q. What did Ezekiel see coming from the east doors of 
the temple in Jerusalem? (v1.) 
Q. Where did the water go? (v8.)
Q. According to Ezekiel’s vision, what changes will take 
place in the Judean wilderness and the Dead Sea 
because of the river flowing from the temple? (v6–12.) 
Q. What did the trees that Ezekiel described have in 
common with the waters of the river?



And the River Will Grow...
[03:43]
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Elder Dale G. Renlund
“Two characteristics of the water are noteworthy. First, though 
the small stream had no tributaries, it grew into a mighty river, 
becoming wider and deeper the farther it flowed. Something 
similar happens with the blessings that flow from the temple as 
individuals are sealed as families. Meaningful growth occurs 
going backward and forward through the generations as sealing 
ordinances weld families together. 
Second, the river renewed everything that it touched. The 
blessings of the temple likewise have a stunning capacity to 
heal. Temple blessings can heal hearts and lives and families.”



Time to Ponder…..
Q. How does the water of life that is available 
in the temple heal and give life to marriages? 
families? our ancestors? the Church?  
Q. What spiritual and physical wounds will 
God’s love heal? 
Q. How does attending the temple regularly 
help increase our spiritual river depth?



The Temple: Sealing and Healing
[04:05]
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Closing thoughts...
The Lord has called the temple “a place of thanksgiving” (D&C 97:13). Just as the 
waters from the temple healed the Judean wilderness and the Dead Sea in Ezekiel’s 
vision, the gospel of Jesus Christ will heal and cleanse us if we will partake of it. 
President Howard W. Hunter said: “Let us be a temple-attending people. Attend the 
temple as frequently as personal circumstances allow. Keep a picture of a temple in 
your home that your children may see it. Teach them about the purposes of the 
house of the Lord. Have them plan from their earliest years to go there and to 
remain worthy of that blessing. If proximity to a temple does not allow frequent 
attendance, gather in the history of your family and prepare the names for the 
sacred ordinances performed only in the temple. This family research is essential to 
the work of the temples, and blessings surely will come to those who do that work” 
As we do these things, our spiritual river will deepen as we serve our fellow brothers 
and sisters on both sides of the veil. The temple brings peace, faith, hope and love 
to our lives like a river which leads on to an eternal ocean. 
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