
“If I Perish, I Perish” Old Testament Lesson 45:

Daniel 1; 3; 6; Esther 3–5; 7–8



To download the this lesson in 
PDF format click the logo on the 
left or the link below. 


View or download lesson videos. 


Look at previous lessons and 
firesides. 


Regular blog posts.


Comment and subscribe via the 
website. 

Click the logo above or visit www.brotherbrock.wordpress.com 

https://cutit.org/OT-2018-45
http://www.brotherbrock.wordpress.com


Our Patreon 
Supporters

Susan Brewis
Your name here

www.patreon.com/BrotherBrock

Show your appreciation and support  
Brother Brock’s lessons and blog by donating. 
As a thank you, your name will appear below:

https://www.patreon.com/BrotherBrock
https://www.patreon.com/BrotherBrock


Reading Spoons
• Each week there is a selection of wooden spoons at the front of the 

class. Volunteers can take a spoon. If you need to leave the class, please 
leave the spoon behind. 

• Every time a scripture needs to be read, a spoon holder raises their 
spoon when they have it. I will then choose a spoon holder to read the 
scripture. 

• As a thank you for volunteering, spoon holders will never be asked to 
expand upon a scripture or a related question (unless they offer to do so 
themselves). 

• This approach allows the rest of the class to follow along and think 
about the scripture.



52 Week Challenge Through The Old Testament - Week 49 
Ezekiel 40 to Daniel 5

• “profane place” is a ‘common place’ (Ezekiel 42:20). 
• “poll their heads” means to ‘cut, trim’ (Ezekiel 44:20). 
• “to temper” means to ‘moisten, soften’  (Ezekiel 

46:14). 
• “sackbut” is a ‘a triangular stringed instrument’ whilst 

a “dulcimer” is a ‘bagpipe’ (Daniel 3:5). 
• “joints of his loins” are ‘hip joints’ (Daniel 5:6). 
• Next weeks reading: Daniel 6 to Joel 1.



Daniel 1; 3; 6;



Esther 3–5; 7–8



Esther was a Jewish woman who lived shortly after the 
time of Daniel. After her parents died, she was raised 
by her cousin Mordecai. Esther was very beautiful, and 
Ahasuerus, the king of Persia and Media, was so 
pleased with her beauty that he made her his queen. 

[As you watch the video consider how] Esther felt as 
she contemplated the possibility that she had “come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this”.



Esther: For Such a Time as This
[13:44]
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How do you think Esther felt as she 
contemplated the possibility that she 
had “come to the kingdom for such a 

time as this”? (Esther 4:14).



Q. When Esther approached the King 
what happened next?

Esther 5



Esther 5

Q. What was her request?
Q. What happened next?
Q. Why do you think she invited the King and Haman to two 
banquets? Was she stalling to save her own life, or setting a plan 
to save the Jewish people (her Father’s house)?



Esther 5

Q. In what ways can we be like Haman? 



Esther 7

Q. The King yet again offers 
Queen Esther half his kingdom, 
Why was this? 

Q. Why did Queen Esther need to 
petition her life before requesting 
the lives of her people (the Jews)? 



Esther 7
So Queen Esther calls Haman out 
on his plan. The king leaves and 
Haman worries what the King and 
Queen will do next.



Esther 7

The king returns and finds Haman 
upon the bed (couch) where 
Esther was laying. 
The King orders that Haman is 
hung upon the very gallows 
Haman had constructed earlier to 
kill Esther’s uncle.



• Haman was hanged, but the decree to kill all Jews had 
already been circulated throughout the kingdom. What 
did Esther ask the king to do? (v5–6.)  

• What blessings did the Jews receive because of 
Esther’s courage and faith? (v16–17.)  

• What blessings have you received because of the 
courage and faith of others?

Esther 8



Time to Ponder…..
Q. Why does the Lord use us to accomplish 
his work, rather than relying upon His 
prophets or worldly leaders?   
Q. What challenges do we face today that 
require courage like Esther’s?  
Q. How do you make right choices even when 
you are faced with difficult consequences?



Mary Ellen Smoot 
(Relief Society General President)

“Consider Esther’s dilemma: It was against the law to 
approach the king without being summoned. Such an act 
was punishable by death. If she were to remain quiet, she 
would likely enjoy a life of luxury and ease. She could live the 
life of a queen or risk her life to save her family and her 
people. She counted the cost and chose to heed the 
longings of her people and of her heart. 
She asked Mordecai to gather all the Jews in Shushan and 
fast three days for her, and she and her handmaids would do 
the same. 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	  Continued...



Mary Ellen Smoot 
(Relief Society General President)

“Then she said, “I [will] go in unto the king, which is not 
according to the law: and if I perish, I perish” (Esth. 4:16). 
Spiritually prepared, Esther approached the king. She was 
received by him, and she invited the king and Haman to a 
feast she had arranged. During the feast, Haman’s plot was 
unveiled, and Mordecai received great honors. Esther, born 
for such a time, had saved a nation.”



Closing thoughts...
President Thomas S. Monson said: “You will probably not be called upon to put 
your life on the line, as did Esther, for that which you believe. You will, however, most 
likely find yourself in situations where great courage will be required as you stand 
firm for truth and righteousness.” 
It takes courage to face perils, but the true badge of courage is obtained when we 
overcome the fear of men. This kind of courage is truly a gift of the Spirit to the God 
fearing saints who have said their prayers. Queen Esther’s prayers also gave her 
that same courage to confront her husband, the King, knowing that she risked her 
life in doing so. 
The chorus from an EFY song “Courage to Stand Strong” says: “It takes courage to 
speak, it takes courage to know, it takes courage to lead, and sometimes it takes 
faith to follow. It takes courage to wait, when the battle is long, but we'll fight the 
fight, and just keep holding on. We'll take the courage, to stand strong.”
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